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Convention photos
by Mary W. Cox

Red, white and blue were the colors of the day as delegates gathered (left) on Nov. 11, the traditional date of Veteran’s Day, to begin the work of Diocesan
Convention. The Convention Eucharist (right) started with a prayer of thanksgiving and recognition for local first responders.

By Mary W. Cox, editor

tar-spangled bunting hung

from the ceiling, and red,

white and blue were the

colors of the day at the

42nd Annual Convention of
the Diocese of Southeast Florida, hosted
by the South Palm Beach Deanery at St.
Joseph’s, Boynton Beach.

Because the convention
began on the afternoon of Nov.
11, the traditional date of \et-
erans’ Day and because that
date was exactly two months
after the tenth anniversary of
the 9/11 attacks, the conven-

tion’s theme was “Honor-

ing Our Heroes.”

Convention delegates went
about the tasks of making decisions affect-
ing the life and mission of the diocese, recognizing
and celebrating congregations and ministries for out-
standing achievements in the past year and hearing
reports of ongoing efforts, all in surroundings that re-
flected a spirit of gratitude for the sacrifices of those
who serve in the armed forces and in the protection of
our communities.

Bishop Leo Frade began his convention address
by reminding the clergy and delegates that “our dio-
cese is in very good hands, because we have placed
our hope and faith in the promises that Christ gave to
his Church.”

He noted that a proposed resolution to decrease
the diocesan assessment rate by 1 percent per year
for five years would reduce the diocesan budget for
2012 by $200,000 and by close to one million dollars
over five years, “which would have such devastating,
if unintended, consequences in our mission and min-
istry.”

He spoke of the growth in a number of ministries
as a result of the ongoing Nehemiah Process and the
Bishop’s Ministry Grants announced at last year’s
convention, and announced that in the coming year he
will convene “a workgroup composed of representa-
tives from around our diocese to begin analyzing our
existing diocesan structures and proposing necessary
revisions — and this will include financial revisions.”

“I hope that in 2012 and 2013 we may seriously
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look at the way we accomplish our work.” he said.
We need to look at what has worked in past and what
may serve us in the future, and also proceed to begin
implementing those changes that could make us more
efficient in doing our ministry.”

He closed with his own tribute as “an immigrant
to this great nation” to “the sacrifice of men and
women of our Armed Forces that throughout the
years have offered their service and their lives for our
country.”

“We stand in their shadow and enjoy the fruits of
their sacrifices,” he said. (See pages 10-11 for the
complete text of the bishop s address.)

The patriotic decorations on the convention floor,
which more than one convention delegate described
as “like a political convention,” were perhaps appro-
priate for a gathering that featured some lively de-
bate, particularly with regard to the proposed budget
for 2012.

See GONVENTION, Page 2
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When the budget was presented on Friday after-
noon, several delegates pointed out that two proposed
resolutions that were not scheduled for a vote until
Saturday morning would, if passed, affect the budget.
The budget was tabled, and Frade requested that the
two resolutions be considered immediately.

The resolution about which the bishop had ex-
pressed concern was one offered by the North Palm
Beach Deanery, proposing that “a new assessment 10
percent figure be implemented gradually with a 1 per-
cent reduction per year until the 10 percent level is
reached. For example: 14 percent in 2012; 13 percent
in 2013; 12 percent in 2014; 11 percent in 2015; and
10 percent in 2016.”

Delegates supporting the resolution spoke of the
need to ease the financial burden on congregations
whose income had been substantially reduced in the
current recession. Others noted that this was too com-
plex an issue to be decided on the floor of conven-
tion, and urged that further work be done to find
creative solutions.

A substitute resolution asking that the assessment
rate for 2012 be fixed at 14.5 percent, with no reduc-
tions in either assessment shortfall or aid to congrega-
tions was offered and discussed, but failed, as did the
original resolution.

A resolution from the Broward Deanery called for
the restoration of funding to offset the supplemental
health insurance premiums for retired diocesan clergy
to the $100 provided in the 2011 budget (the pro-
posed 2012 budget had dropped the amount to $75).
The resolution passed.

The convention then approved a 2012 budget of
$3,043,368, which represents a slight decrease from
the 2011 budget total, with an assessment percentage
of 14.8473 percent, comparable to this year’s. The
decision on what to reduce in order to allow for the
additional $17, 300 added by the passage of the reso-
lution on retiree health premiums was referred to the
diocesan Executive Board, which at its Nov. 22 meet-
ing voted to take that amount from line item GEMOQ9,
the amount budgeted for assessment shortfall.

News

www.diosef.org

The Rt. Rev. James B. “Jay” Magness, bishop suf-
fragan for Federal Ministries of the Episcopal Church,
was the preacher at the Convention Eucharist, chal-
lenging the congregation to be “crazy like Jesus,” to
let “your actions of your life bear witness to what you
believe.”

Additional resolutions were passed on Saturday
morning asking that Episcopal congregations in the
Diocese of Southeast Florida establish a “no balloon
release” policy in order to ensure that balloons and
the strings that are attached to them do not kill or
maim wildlife; and that congregations “foster greater
awareness around death and dying, and quality end-
of-life care,” advocate for justice in healthcare access
and practice “ministries of presence and action that
overcome the alienation of death that threatens to
separate us from body, community and God.”

The convention also approved clergy compensa-
tion guidelines for 2012, and an amendment to Canon

Elected at Convention

Standing Committee: Clergy members — Fr.
Willie Davila, St. Christopher’s, West Palm Beach;
Canon Winston Wright, Grace, West Palm Beach;
Lay member — Consuelo (Connie) Boronot, St.
Simon’s, Miami

Disciplinary Board: Clergy member — Fr. Robert
Trache, St. Mark the Evangelist, Ft. Lauderdale

Lay Trustee, University of the South: Edmund D.
Henry lll, St. Stephen’s, Coconut Grove (Miami)

Cathedral Chapter: Lay member — John M.
(Jack) Brumbaugh, St. Thomas, Coral Gables

Ratified at Convention

Deanery Elections to Executive Board:

North Palm Beach — Dean, Fr. David Wilt, Holy
Trinity Episcopal Church, West Palm Beach; Lay
representative, Ginny Foote, Holy Spirit, West
Palm Beach

South Palm Beach — Clergy representative, the
Rev. Christina Encinosa, Holy Redeemer, Lake
Worth; Lay representative, Bill Hurd, St. Paul’s,
Delray Beach

Broward — Clergy representative, Fr. Robert Tra-
che, St. Mark the Evangelist, Fort Lauderdale
North Dade — Clergy representative, Fr. Terrence

Taylor, Church of the Transfiguration, Miami Gar-
dens & St. Kevin's, Opa-locka; Lay representative,
Kathryne Latimore, Church of the Incarnation,
Miami

South Dade — Lay representative, Don Slesnick,
St. Philips, Coral Gables

Keys — Lay representative, Sarah Curry, St.
Peter’s, Key West

New appointments to

Commission on Ministry:

Deacon Miguel Baguer, Resurrection, Biscayne
Park; the Rev. Mary Ellen Cassini, St. Mark the
Evangelist, Ft. Lauderdale; the Rev. Donna
Dambrot, Episcopal Charities; Pamela Fuller,
Diocesan School.

Officers Elected by Youth Convention

President — Nora Vinas, Holy Cross, Miami;
Vice-president — Gillian Newman, St. Benedict’s,
Plantation;

Secretary — Eva Ortez, Holy Cross, Miami;
Administrative Assistant — Dominique Douglas,
St. Benedict's, Plantation

Standing Committee President (elected by
Standing Committee) — The Rev. Jennie Lou
Reid, St. Faith’s, Cutler Bay

I11, section 1, of the diocesan canons to say, “to pre-
pare and have printed and distributed, in paper or
electronic format, the journal of the convention,”
adding the underlined words to conform to the lan-
guage of the Canons of The Episcopal Church.

The first resolution to be submitted generated per-
haps the most discussion, apart from the budget-re-
lated issues. The resolution, offered by Integrity-Palm
Beach and St. Andrew’s, Lake Worth, asked conven-
tion to send to Governor Rick Scott, leaders of the
state legislature and Florida senators and representa-
tives, statements that “committed, believing Christian
people” can hold differing opinions on reproductive
choice, the teaching of evolution, human impact on
global warming, and the right to same-sex marriage;
that budget cuts should not be at the expense of the
poor, the ill and victims of abuse or discrimination;
and “that the Florida Legislature pass and the Gover-
nor sign an extension of state non-discrimination
statutes to include sexual orientation and sexual iden-
tity.”

After spirited discussion, particularly on the sec-
tion related to positions on sexual orientation, Fr.
Paul Rasmus, rector of St. Andrew’s, Lake Worth, ex-
plained that the resolution was originally intended to
be three separate resolutions concerning three indi-
vidual statements to be sent to legislators. The resolu-
tion was then separated into three sections, each of
which passed.

The convention also passed a courtesy resolution
offered by Dean Douglas McCaleb of Trinity Cathe-
dral, expressing the “heartfelt thanks, approbation
and gratitude” of the diocese to three recently retired
senior clergy, Canon J. Kenneth Major, Fr. Ronald
Fox and Fr. Bernard Griffith, “for their years of de-
voted service,” and wishing them God’s blessings in
their retirement.

The convention elected new members to the
Standing Committee, the Ecclesiastical Trial Court,
the Disciplinary Board, the Cathedral Chapter and the
Board of Trustees of the University of the South. In
addition, the convention ratified deanery elections of
deans and Executive Board representatives, officers
of the Youth Commission elected at the Youth Con-
vention in August, an appointment to the Commission
on Ministry and the Standing Committee’s election of
the Rev. Jennie Lou Reid as its president.

(See box, left, for a list of all those elected or rati-
fied.)

The Convention Eucharist on Friday evening in
the church began with a prayer of recognition and
thanksgiving for local first responders, who had been
invited to the service, and ended with a prayer for
veterans. Frade asked all those present who had
served in the Armed Forces to gather in front of the
altar rail for this prayer of thanksgiving and blessing.
It was a large group — young and old, men and
women, clergy and laity.

The preacher was the Rt. Rev. James B. “Jay”
Magness, bishop suffragan for Federal Ministries of
the Episcopal Church, whose office oversees military
and prison chaplaincies.

Magness spoke about the cost of being a follower
of Jesus, citing the example of Deitrich Bonhoffer,
who was jailed and ultimately executed for his oppo-
sition to Hitler, and who taught that being a missional
follower of Christ could cost your life.

“| believe that you have to be able to see faith in
action if it is going to be real,” Magness said.

“You have to be a little crazy,” he said, “crazy like
Jesus... to stand up and proclaim your faith... And
the real “crazy’ happens when your actions of your
life bear witness to what you believe.”

See CONVENTION, Page 3
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Rectors

The Rev. Debra Andrew Maconaughey (left) of St.
Columba, Marathon, and the Rev. Jennie Lou
Reid (right) of St. Faith’s, Cutler Bay, are now des-
ignated as rectors of their respective congregations,
which were recognized at convention for having at-
tained self-supporting parish status in the past year.

I}IIN“ENTIUN from Page 2

“A servant, true servant,” he said, “is the one who
can so hold the other in his or her heart that the needs
of the other become paramount above all else...When
you consider the needs of the other to be above your
needs, something else is about to happen: mission.
The mission of gospel proclamation is about to hap-
pen, and it is about to get crazy like Jesus. The mis-
sion of Jesus is the heart of a servant.”

Magness told the congregation that he is “very
proud that our franchise of the Christian church has a
mission to service members and veterans,” men and
women who have served “often for the sake of their
faith.”

(The complete text of Magness's sermon is posted
at the Diocesan Convention link at www.diosef.org.)

Music for the service was provided by St. Joe’s
Unplugged Band, led by Charles Milling.

Lessons were read and intercessions were made in
five languages: English, Spanish, French, Creole and
Portuguese.

Two new deans were installed at the service: the
Very Rev. David Wilt, rector of Holy Trinity, West
Palm Beach, dean of North Palm Beach; and The
Very Rev. William Stomski, dean of the Diocesan
School for Christian Studies.

Again this year the Convention Banquet was a
multi-course Italian feast prepared by “Chef Marty,”
South Palm Beach Dean Marty Zlatic, rector of St.
Joseph’s. Food and beverages were underwritten by
St. Joseph’s mission committee, so proceeds from the
banquet, estimated at more than $10,000, will all ben-
efit the ministries of the Diocese of Dominican Re-
public, one of our four companion dioceses.

Saturday morning began with the annual Clergy
Spouses’ Breakfast, held in the St. Nicholas Youth
House at St. Joseph’s. Diana Frade introduced clergy
spouses new to the diocese and noted that our diocese
is the only one she knows with a budget line item for
ministries with clergy spouse and families.

Morning prayer was led by Dean William Stomski
of the Diocesan School and featured music by St.
Joseph’s handbell choir, “Voices in Bronze,” under
the direction of Sue Tiller.

Between elections, action on resolutions and re-
ports from a variety of ministries, the bishop honored
a number of congregations that have demonstrated
outstanding growth over a period of several years.

Ner

The Net, December 2011 3

Bishop’s HIl (Hospitality, Invitation,
Incorporation) Awards

Four-year growth trend in Average Weekend
Attendance (AWA), 2006-2010 —

St. George’s, Riviera Beach (150%); St.
Andrew’s, Palmetto Bay (62.5%); St. Columba,
Marathon (61.0%)

Three-year growth trend in Average Weekend
Attendance (AWA), 2007-2010 —
St. Paul et Les Martyrs d’Haiti, Miami
(114.6%); Holy Redeemer, Lake Worth (36.8%);
St. Mark the Evangelist, Ft. Lauderdale
(20.7%)

Increase in Average Weekend Attendance
(AWA) of 10% or more from 2009-2010 —

St. George’s, Riviera Beach (103.7%); San
Francisco de Asis, Miami Lakes (54.3%); St.
Andrew’s, Hollywood (53.3%); Church of the
Resurrection, Biscayne Park (38.7%); St. Paul et
Les Martyrs d’Haiti, Miami (35.5%); Christ
Church, Miami (31.5%); St. Christopher’s, West
Palm Beach (28.3%); Chapel of St. Andrew,
Boca Raton (24.6%); St. Francis-in-the-Keys,
Big Pine Key (21.7%); Christ Memorial Chapel,
Hobe Sound (21.1%); St. Margaret’s, Miami
Lakes (18.4%); St. Andrew’s, Miami (17.5%); St.
Peter’s, Key West (13.9%); St. Nicholas,
Pompano Beach (12.1%); St. Christopher’s, Ft.
Lauderdale (11.4%); St. Matthew’s, Delray
Beach (11.1%)

Nehemiah Class of 2010 Awards

Increase in Easter Sunday Attendance of 10%
or more from 2009-2010 —
Church of the Resurrection, Biscayne Park

Two congregations, St. Faith’s, Cutler Bay, under
the leadership of the Rev. Jennie Lou Reid, and St.
Columba, Marathon, led by the Rev. Debra Andrew
Maconaughey, were recognized for having attained
self-supporting parish status in the past year.

St. Columba was also one of three congregations
recognized by the bishop for a four-year growth trend
in Average Weekend Attendance (AWA) from 2006-
2010. The other two were St. George’s, Riviera
Beach, and St. Andrew’s, Palmetto Bay.

Additional HII (“Hospitality, Invitation and Incor-
poration”) awards went to three congregations for a
three-year growth trend and to 16 whose AWA had in-
creased by more than 10 percent in the year 2009-
2010.

(See box above for a complete list of the HII and
Nehemiah awards.)

Archdeacon Bryan Hobbs introduced Deacon Bob
Snow and his wife, Ellen, longtime missionaries in
the Dominican Republic, who brought greetings from
our companion diocese and expressed gratitude for
the partnership.

“You have reached out to us in so many ways,”
Snow said. “Mission is about reaching out and touch-
ing each other’s lives...it’s about relationships.”

He noted that the Diocese of Dominican Republic
is one of the fastest growing in the Episcopal Church,
adding, “We can do this because people like you
make the investment to come to Dominican Republic
and be a presence among us.”

Archdeacon Kesner Gracia, priest-in-charge of
Ste. Marie Madeleine in Bondeau, Haiti, and partner
in the South Florida Haiti Project, also brought greet-

(202.3%); St. Christopher’s, West Palm Beach
(202.3%); St. James-in-the-Hills, Hollywood
(72.1%); St. Paul et Les Martyrs d’Haiti, Miami
(67.8%); St. Luke’s, Port Salerno (51.3%); St.
Faith’s, Cutler Bay (42.0%); St. Margaret’s,
Miami Lakes (39.2%); St. Columba, Marathon
(36.8%); St. John’s, Hollywood (28.7%); St.
James the Fisherman, Islamorada (23.5%);
Church of the Advent, Palm City (19.4%);
Church of the Atonement, Lauderdale Lakes
(14.1%); Church of the Transfiguration, Miami
Gardens (12.5%); Holy Redeemer, Lake Worth
(11.5%); Holy Cross, Miami (11.1%); St. Mary’s,
Deerfield Beach (10.5%)

Increase in Plate and Pledge of 10% or more
from 2009-2010 —

St. Matthew’s, Delray Beach (50.8%); Church
of the Resurrection, Biscayne Park (50.4%); St.
Paul et Les Martyrs d’Haiti, Miami (45.0%); St.
Columba, Marathon (35.2%); Church of the
Transfiguration, Miami Gardens (20.1%); St.
Christopher’s, West Palm Beach (14.1%); Todos
Los Santos, Miami (13.2%); St. Luke the
Physician, Miami (12.7%); St. James the
Fisherman, Islamorada (10.9%)

Increase of greater than 10% in ALL four
areas of Key Indicators in 2010 (AWA, Easter,
Plate Pledge, Operating Revenue) —

St. Christopher’s, West Palm Beach; Church
of the Resurrection, Biscayne Park

Increase in ALL four areas of Key Indicators
in 2010 (AWA, Easter, Plate Pledge, Operating
Revenue) —

Holy Redeemer, Lake Worth; Church of the
Holy Family, Miami Gardens; St. Paul et Les
Martyrs d’Haiti, Miami; St. Columba, Marathon;

St. James the Fisherman, Islamorada

ings and thanks from that companion diocese.

He asked for our continued support, especially
with the urgent need for school supplies for the
parish’s school.

“You are all invited to Bondeau,” he said.

Another overseas guest was our former Assistant
Bishop James Fr. Ottley, now serving as bishop of
Cuernavaca, Mexico.

He acknowledged the violence in Mexico, but said
he had found there “beautiful people, people who
love the Lord.”

Ottley had been invited to introduce his new book,
Hello! Next time we will be fiiends, which were avail-
able for purchase and autographing in the convention
display area.

“I believe it’s a good book,” Ottley said. “I wrote
it thinking of...a very divided world, where we need
to get beyond being right.”

Episcopal Charities President and Executive Di-
rector the Rev. Donna Dambrot thanked convention
delegates and guests for their donations of supplies
for families with infants; the collection was ample
and will be distributed, she said, to ECSEFL partner
ministries that serve families with young children.

She announced the recipients of the new Episco-
pal Charities Messenger Grants (see story. p. 5) and
presented a surprise performance by the “My Back-
yard Singers” from the My Backyard after-school
program at St. Margaret’s and San Francisco de Asis,
Miami Lakes, one of the grant recipients.

Dean Douglas McCaleb of Trinity Cathedral

See CONVENTION, Page 4
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showed slides of the renovations to the historic build-
ing that have recently begun, including a time-lapse
video of the removal of the organ pipes for restora-
tion.

“We are doing the restoration and preservation of
the cathedral not simply because it is a historic land-
mark,” the dean said. “We are not a museum. The real
reason so much time and so many resources are being
put into this effort is that for us, our building is a pri-
mary tool of ministry. It marks our place. It says to a
city and community in great need of spiritual com-
fort, “We are here.””

The youth commission report was given by Presi-
dent Nora Vinas of Holy Cross, Miami, who intro-
duced Vice-president Gillian Newman of St.
Benedict’s, Plantation, and Secretary Eva Ortez of
Holy Cross.

“One of our major goals is bringing our diocese
together.” Vinas said. “This year we plan to address
the issues that interfere with the growth of our youth,
such as communication and transportation. We are
very blessed to have such a big and diverse diocese,
but distance plays a big role in the youth’s not being
able to participate in activities...”

She thanked the bishop, youth coordinators and
volunteers for their support, and urged parents and
youth leaders to continue to work with youth min-
istry.

“We need you to have faith in us because we can’t
do it without you,” she said.

(The complete youth ministry report is available at
the Diocesan Convention link at www.diosef.org.)

A new feature in this year’s convention was “best
practices” reports, brief presentations by three priests
on innovative ministries in their congregations.

Dean Cori Olson of South Dade, priest-in-charge
of St. Luke the Physician, Miami, spoke of the “Blue
Christmas” that St. Luke’s offers during Advent.
From Halloween through Christmas Day our society

Clergy spouses

Nt
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Youth report

Youth Commission President Nora Vinas of Holy Cross, Miami, presents the youth report to convention, as-
sisted by Vice-president Gillian Newman of St. Benedict’s, Plantation, and Secretary Eva Ortez of Holy Cross.

inundates us with messages of holiday cheer, she
said, but “the problem is, not all of us are happy.
Some of us have suffered a death in our
family...some of us are without a job...some of us
are sick and are not sure how things are going to turn
out for us.”

St. Luke’s will offer a quiet service of evening
prayer, at which each person’s concerns are offered in
prayer and “the readings lead us from darkness to

At the Clergy Spouses’ Breakfast hostess Dee Zlatic, wife of South Palm Beach Dean Marty Zlatic, rector of
St. Joseph'’s, Boyton Beach, talks with diocesan Vice-Chancellor Ben Reid, husband of the Rev. Jennie Lou
Reid, rector of St. Faith’s, Cutler Bay.

light; from sadness to hope.”

“What we offer is an evening when they can ac-
knowledge their pain, their sadness, and their strug-
gles in the context of the story of God’s reply to our
needs,” Olson said.

Fr. Andrew Sherman of St. Gregory’s, Boca
Raton, gave an update on his congregation’s partici-
pation and leadership in Family Promise of South
Palm Beach. In three years the organization has
helped to move 100 adults and 150 children from
homelessness to stability.

He thanked Episcopal Charities for the seed
money that enabled St. Gregory’s, other South Palm
Beach Deanery congregations and their interfaith
partners to begin this ministry.

Fr. Robert “Bo” Shires, priest-in-charge of Church
of the Advent, Palm City, talked about his congrega-
tion’s first experience with “trunk-n-treat.” On the
Saturday before Halloween, parishioners decorated
their car trunks and filled them with treats, and the
event was advertised to the community as a safe place
for children to trick or treat. (See photo, p. 8.)

Whole families came, “including fathers,” Shires
said. Because it rained, everyone wound up in the
parish hall, which led to a great sense of community,
he added.

“It was an opportunity to minister to these people
and show God’s love through a usually secular
event.”

Dean Mark Sims of the Broward Deanery an-
nounced that next year’s convention, hosted by the
Broward Deanery, will be a week earlier than usual,
Nov. 2-3, 2012, and will not be held in the Broward
Deanery. Instead, for the next three years, the conven-
tions to be hosted by Broward, then North Dade and
South Dade, will be held at Trinity Cathedral, to sup-
port our diocesan cathedral and its congregation
through the renovation and reconstruction.

Holding the convention in the same location three
years in a row is also intended as a matter of good
stewardship, because booking for three consecutive
years may allow us to lock in the same rate at a hotel

for all three conventions.
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St. Columba receives UTO grant for ministries with the homeless

It’s been a busy year at St. Columba, Marathon.

In December of last year the congregation wel-
comed Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori as
preacher at the celebration of its 50th anniversary.

With a Bishop’s Ministry Grant received in May,
St. Columba started an after-school music program
that included a summer “School of Rock” camp, and
is planning a music program for parents, too.

At Diocesan Convention the congregation was
recognized for attaining self-supporting parish status
and was one of the recipients of an Episcopal Chari-
ties “Messenger Grant” of $4,000 to expand its out-
reach ministries. (See story p. 3.)

Now St. Columba has received additional funding
for its ministries with the homeless: a United Thank
Offering (UTO) grant of $8,000.

The project, Solving Homelessness in the Florida
Keys Through Empowerment Programs, will be an
expansion of services the parish is now offering at the
Independence Cay Transitional Homeless Shelter in
Marathon.

“We are using this as an empowerment grant,”
said St. Columba’s rector, the Rev. Debra Andrew
Maconaughey. The funding amount, based on the es-
timated cost of two desktop computers, a printer and
support for a part-time empowerment coordinator, al-
lows the shelter to provide services that will em-
power clients to begin the transition back to
independence.

A computer has been purchased for clients’ use,
and the shelter is getting ready to begin computer
classes for resume writing and job searches. The
computer will also be used for helping with the re-
placement of lost IDs (a huge problem in the home-
less community, according to Andrew Maconaughey),

as well as family reunification and communication.

St. Columba’s parishioner Patrick Garvey, who
has extensive experience working with the homeless
population, has been hired as a part-time empower-
ment worker/part time shelter manager. Garvey will
use some of the funding to offer classes and groups
on anger management, social skills and networking
building, and will also work with employers in town
to place some of the shelter’s residents and
“lunchtime people” in jobs. Some of the funds will
help the participants with supplies.

St. Columba’s plans to hold a dinner for gradua-
tion from the empowerment program and in recogni-
tion of clients’ successful job searches.

St. Columba is currently working through the per-
mitting process to build a Women’s Shelter, which
will include a community space that will house the
empowerment classes and other programs, now held
in the in the resident living room.

In addition to transitional housing, the shelter al-
ready provides a day center with lunches seven days a
week, as well as laundry, shower and mail services.
There are nightly AA meetings. Independence Cay
also operates a furniture store and has begun work on
a garden.

“The empowerment grant will enable us to move
beyond those basic needs to begin to address the
cause of each individual’s homeless situation, and
through programming and nurturing, help to turn that
boat around,” said Andrew Maconaughey.

“We are so thankful for the UTO grant, as it is the
cornerstone of helping people to begin to get their
lives back.”

For more on the ministries at Independence Cay,
go to www.independencecay.org.

Fresh Start

Photo by Blair Shriver

A resident at Independence Cay gets a haircut. A
UTO grant will enable the shelter to expand its pro-
grams beyond its clients’ basic needs.

Episcopal Charities announces “Messenger Grant” awards

In her presentation to Conven-
tion the Rev. Donna Dambrot, Epis-
copal Charities president and
executive director, announced five
congregational outreach ministries
that are recipients of ECSEFL’s new
“Messenger Grants” of $4,000 each.

To be eligible for these awards
each program needed to be recom-
mended by the congregation’s “EC
Messenger,” a parishioner who acts
as the parish liaison with Episcopal
Charities.

The grant recipients are:

St. Andrew’s, Lake Worth:
HOPE partnership with The Farm-
worker Coordinating Council,

St. Margaret’s and San Fran-
cisco de Asis, Miami Lakes: Ex-
pansion of the My Backyard
after-school program;

St. Philip’s, Coral Gables: Ex-
pansion of services offered by Casa
Valentina to include children;

St. Stephen’s, Coconut Grove:
The Prosperity Center, assisting the
community with tax preparation and
other financial services; and

St. Columba, Marathon: Three
new outreach ministries in response
to the needs of the people in the

Keys.

£\

Young performers

Photo by Mary W. Cox

The My Backyard Singers from St. Margaret’s and San Francisco de Asis, Miami Lakes, treated convention delegates and
guests to a smoothly choreographed rendition of the 1960s hit, “Be My Baby.” The expanded after-school program at My
Backyard, one of the Messenger Grant recipients, offers music, art and fencing, in addition to tutoring and homework help.
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Spanish Monastery hosts diocesan “Festival Latino”

On the evening of Oct. 14, Episco-
palians of Hispanic heritage gathered
to worship and to celebrate their varied
cultures at the annual diocesan Festival
Latino.

Appropriately, the event was held at
the Ancient Spanish Monastery, home
to the congregation of St. Bernard de
Clairvaux in North Miami Beach.

Built in 12th century Spain, the
monastery was purchased in 1925 by
William Randolph Hearst, who had it
dismantled, stone by stone, and
shipped to the United States, but due to
financial problems, was never able to
reassemble it. In 1964 philanthropist
Col. Robert Pentland purchased the
monastery, which had by then been re-
constructed as a tourist attraction, for
the parish, returning it to religious use.

For the festival the medieval clois-
ter and courtyard were filled with ta-
bles decorated with symbols of the
countries represented in the Spanish-
speaking congregations of the dio-

cese—most of the nations of the West-
ern Hemisphere, the Caribbean and, of
course, Spain itself.

The celebration began with the Eu-
charist in Spanish, with Bishop Leo
Frade as celebrant and preacher.

In his homily the bishop told the
congregation that Latino Episcopalians
bring “the i” to the Episcopal Church,
essential for welcoming our neighbors
of Hispanic heritage and culture.

Following the service, everyone
gathered around the tables, as children
and youth paraded into the courtyard
carrying the flags of the nations repre-
sented.

Food and entertainment that fol-
lowed also reflected the great variety
of cultural traditions within the His-
panic/Latino communities of our dio-
cese.

Fr. Greg Mansfield, priest-in-charge
of St. Bernard de Clairvaux, estimated

Photo by Mary W. Cox

Traditional dance

that close to 400 people attended the
festival.

Two boys celebrate their Peruvian heritage with the high-energy scissors
dance. Young folkloric dancers from a variety of Latino cultures were part of the
diocesan Festival Latino on Oct. 14.

Children’s Sunday celebration
offered music, prayer, fencing
— and pizza

Despite a wet and blustery afternoon,
the pews at St. Margaret’s and San Fran-
cisco de Asis, Miami Lakes, were full of
children on Sunday afternoon, Oct. 16,
for Children’s Sunday. About 100 young
people participated in the annual event,
which is sponsored by the diocesan ECW.

The children led the brief worship
service, with spirited music by the Sole
Deo Gloria youth band and singers from
Holy Family, Miami Gardens, and the
Junior Youth Group from Church of the
Ascension, Miami. Sara Ramirez of San
Francisco de Asis and Natalie Miller, a
member of another denomination who

Sunday, read the lessons.

Children then lined up to place their
written prayers in baskets to be offered at
the altar and to receive a blessing from
Bishop Leo Frade.

The weather canceled outdoor activi-
ties planned for after the service, but
when everyone gathered in the parish
hall, one part of “Plan B” turned out to be
a demonstration of fencing, presented by
students who are learning the sport as one
of the elective activities in the My Back-
yard after-school program at the Miami
Lakes church. Several of the children
present were invited to put on the pads
and masks and try their skill with the
foils and epeés.

There was also a variety of table
games, and the afternoon concluded with

pizza for everyone.

Spirited singing

Photo by
Mary W.
Cox

Young worshipers enjoy the music at the Children’s Sunday Service.
(A photo gallery from Children’s Sunday can be found at
www.diosef.org/news-events/images-media. Click on “Diocesan photo

has frequently participated in Children’s

Thank you, gracias, merci!

Thanks to everyone who has made a do-
nation to 7he Net! By the end of November
we had received a total of $2,239 from more
than 100 individual subscribers, with more
donations still coming in. This already cov-
ers nearly half of the $5,000 cut from the
line item for The Net in the 2012 diocesan
budget; in our present economic difficulties,
the commitment to communications min-
istry represented by these donations is a real
sacrifice that meets a real need.

Thanks go also to all of you who con-
tinue to submit the articles, photographs, in-
formation and ideas that make The Net
worth reading.

— Mary W. Cox, editor

galleries on Facebook.”)

St. Thomas, Coral Gables,
calls first Latino rector

On Oct. 16 St. Thomas, Coral Gables, announced
the appointment of Fr. Mario Milian as the parish’s
new rector.

Milian came to the parish three years ago as asso-
ciate rector, and has served for much of this year as
interim. At 35 he becomes the youngest person ever
to be called as rector of St. Thomas. A native of
Cuba, he is also another important first: the first
Latino rector in the parish’s 60-year history, bringing
a bilingual, bicultural background to St. Thomas’s
ministries in an increasingly diverse community.

Milian’s theological training for the priesthood
began in Matanzas, Cuba, immediately after high
school and continued in Honduras. He completed a
B.1.S. at Arizona State University, summa cum laude,
and received his Master of Divinity degree at Church
Divinity School (CDSP) in Berkeley, CA. Prior to
coming to St. Thomas he served Episcopal churches
in Arizona and California in positions of associate

rector and rector.

Experienced with mission work, Milian worked
with Bishop Leo Frade as
the overseer for recon-
struction for the Diocese
of Honduras after Hurri-
cane Mitch. At Good
Shepherd Church in Ari-
zona, he established a Day
Labor Worker Program.
At St. Thomas, he imme-
diately assumed the clergy
leadership of the largest
outreach program in the
history of the parish: a
partnership between St.
Thomas Church and
School and the community ministries of Holy Com-
forter in little Havana.

He is also one of the regular hosts of the diocesan
Spanish radio program Fe y Vida.

Milian and his wife Julie are new parents; their

first child, Mario, Jr., was born Dec. 7.

Milian
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Diocesan youth

representatives

“dream big” at
Province IV meeting

Over 70 youth from 15 dioceses in the southeast,
along with their adult leaders, gathered Nov. 17-20 at
the Diocese of West Tennessee’s St. Columba Confer-
ence and Retreat Center near Memphis for the
2011Province IV Youth Network Meeting.

Two members of our diocesan Youth Commission,
President Nora Vinas, from Holy Cross, Miami, and
Vice-president Gillian Newman, from St. Benedict’s,
Plantation, along with North Dade Deanery Youth
Coordinator Kathy Walker, from Church of the Incar-
nation, Miami, represented Southeast Florida at the
gathering.

Canon Richard Miller, from Holy Family, Miami
Gardens, who serves as Province IV president, spoke
to the youth about the structure, mission and min-
istries of the province.

The youth shared information from this summer’s
Episcopal Youth Event (EYE) in Minneapolis and the
Province 1V Youth Event (PYE) that followed it, a
mission to the nearby Red Lake Nation.

Participants
worked on plans for
the 2012 Province

(4%
IV Youth Event, It was
and in workshops
the youth were en- .
couraged to “dream amdaz lng
big” as they shared .
ideas for increasing belng able tO
youth participation
and for possible fu- Shal"e,
ture activities. Sug- .
gestions included a bralnStOVm,
PYE for middle-
schoolers, and a and d]/'eam
summer 2013 pil-
grimage to either ; ;
lona or the Holy blg wi th
Land. Worship ses- Other

sions were devel-
oped and led by
participants from
several of the dio-
ceses represented.

The youth had
an opportunity to visit the National Civil Rights Mu-
seum, housed in the buildings that were the Lorraine
Motel in Memphis, site of the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.

“It was amazing being able to share, brainstorm,
and dream big with other youths,” said Vinas. “It also
made me realize how blessed our diocese really is.
One of the things that struck me the most was the fact
that [many of] the youth were fighting for a voice and
vote at their diocesan conventions, while our diocese
supports us and makes sure we are well represented.
All'in all, it was a great experience...l was able to get
a glance of what the future has in store for the youth
of the church.”

youths...”

Adapted from reports by Nora Vinas and Canon
Richard Miller.
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Welcome guests

Photo by Davina Brown

Acolytes from St. Anne’s, Hallandale, fill the front pews at St. Timothy’s, Washington, D.C., where they as-
sisted in worship on Sunday, Oct. 9, during their annual acolyte trip to Washington.

St. Anne’s acolytes make D.C. trip
despite Festival cancellation

By the time Washington National Cathedral an-
nounced in late September that the National Acolyte
Festival would be cancelled due to damage from the
Aug. 23 earthquake, the acolytes of St. Anne’s, Hal-
landale, had already planned their annual trip to
Washington.

Despite the Festival cancellation, the parish de-
cided not to cancel the acolytes’ planned trip, but to
reward the youth with the annual D.C. experience.
Twenty-two acolytes and 23 adult parishioners spent
four days in Washington, Oct. 7-10.

“The trip went from great to WOW!” said acolyte
Amon Banks, 15, a tenth-grader at Pines Charter

High School.

“In D.C., there were tons of things to do. We vis-
ited the National Cathedral, even though it was under
reconstruction, toured the Bureau of Engraving and
Printing (where they make our country’s money),
toured the White House and visited the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. National Memorial.”

Although they missed the annual experience of
participating in worship in the National Cathedral, on
Sunday, Oct. 9, the acolytes did have an opportunity
to vest and assist in the Eucharist at St. Timothy’s in
Washington.

“This gave us a sense of fulfillment,” said Banks.

Province IV Summit explores strategies
for Young Adult Ministry

“Finding Grace by Adjusting Our Perspective”
was the theme of Province 1V’s Young Adult Summit,
held Oct. 28-30 at Camp Mikell, the conference and
retreat center of the Diocese of Atlanta.

Approximately 25 young adults and guests from
five dioceses—Atlanta, Georgia, Upper South Car-
olina, Western North Carolina and Southeast
Florida—participated. Simone Allen, a member of
Trinity Cathedral, Miami, represented our diocese.
Michael Sahdev, director of campus ministry for the
new diocesan Young Adult Ministry, participated in
the planning for the summit, but was unable to attend.

Goals of the group were: 1) To seek ways to con-
nect with other young adults in the church; 2) to look
for strategies to organize young adults in their
parishes or dioceses; and 3) to develop strategies and
tools to enhance or increase their gathered groups.

Workshops were offered on these topics: Men’s
Ministry; Human Sexuality and How it Influences
Ministry; Praying the Book of Common Prayer;

Young Adult Service Corps; Being Differently-Abled
in the Church; Women’s Ministry; Vocational Dis-
cernment; and the ER-D “Nets for Life” project.

Participants included clergy and laity, and both
singles and married couples.

Canon Richard Miller, Province IV president,
commented, “There was spirited discussion in both
the plenary sessions and the workshops. Observing
the commitment of the participants to the church,
hearing their frustrations of being grudgingly inte-
grated into a resisting church, realizing their demon-
strated leadership abilities [are] being ignored by
their congregations—and watching their perseverance
in spite of these factors—was heart warming.”

In addition to Miller, special guests at the summit
included Bishop Neal Alexander of Diocese of At-
lanta; Jason Sierra, officer for Young Adult Leader-
ship and Vocations for The Episcopal Church; and
Province 1V Administrator Eugene Willard.
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“Pastor Lisa” gives the
children at Kaplelach
Primary School the
crayons and other
school supplies donated
on Episcopal Schools
Sunday by the students
at St. Mark’s School,
Palm Beach Gardens.

‘Falling in love’ — unexpected gift of Kenyan pilgrimage

By the Rev. Dr. Lisa Barrowclough

Eight people from St. Mark's, Palm Beach Gar-
dens, and St. Georges, Riviera Beach, spent Oct. 18-
28 on a pilgrimage, visiting their sister
congregation, St. James Anglican Church, in Kebu-
son, Kenya. The pilgrims were St. Mark's rector, Fr.
Jim Cook, his wife Karen, and their son Nate, Fr.
Michael McManus, priest-in-charge, St. George's,
Riviera Beach, and his wife Cathleen; St. Mark's
School Chaplain, the Rev. Dr. Lisa Barrowclough,
and St. Mark's parishioners, Devon Post-Placido and
Donna Raney.

On the afternoon of Sunday, Oct. 23, | stood in the
grassy area between the church and vicarage of St.
James Anglican Church in the tiny village of Kebu-
son, Kenya, trying my best to imprint the sights,
sounds, and even smells, in my mind and heart for-
ever. This simple yet beautiful place had been my
home for three very full days and nights, and it was
hard to believe the time had already come to move
on. | didn’t feel ready to leave just yet.

All of a sudden I found myself surrounded by a
group of 50 children, dressed in their Sunday best,
and as they had been doing since the minute we
stepped out of the vans on Thursday night, they were
all looking right into my eyes. I was struck by this
beauty early on, since | work very hard at home to
encourage students to look at me when I’m speaking
to them. It has been said that the eyes are the win-
dows to the soul, and I felt immediately as though
these delightful Kenyan children were looking right
into my soul.

“Thank you for welcoming us and caring for us,” |
said to the children. “I have enjoyed my time here
and hope to come back soon and see you again.” The
boys and girls said nothing, just gently stroked my
skin and hair (fair and blond — fascinating to them)
and continued to look into my eyes with big smiles.
Then one of their mothers spoke up from behind me.
“They love you,” she simply said.

“l know,” | said through tears, “I love them too.”

| expected and hoped for many things as | pre-
pared for the Kenyan pilgrimage | had been dreaming

St. Mark’s and the
Mama Ada Foundation

Fr. James B. Cook, rector of St. Mark’s Church
and School, Palm Beach Gardens, is the found-
ing chair of the Mama Ada Foundation. The
Foundation raises funds to sponsor Kenyan stu-
dents in high school and college, to provide seed
and fertilizer to farmers so that they can feed

about Tor several years. Falling in love was not on my
list.

| anticipated that | would be deeply impacted by
the contrast between my abundance and my new
friends’ poverty. | was ready to become a passionate
supporter of our partner schools and the difference
they are making in the lives of our scholarship stu-
dents. There was no doubt | would be moved by the
hope and joy of people whose lives of faith were less
distracted than mine. | was certain that the hard work
of farmers and the simple homes of big families
would inspire and humble me. The peace and quiet
would comfort me; the bright stars would awe me;
the untouched landscape would calm me. Of course,
all of these expectations were met and far exceeded
by an experience that has forever changed me. But
also, unexpectedly, | fell in love!

As we approached St. James, in the total darkness
of a Thursday night, | began to hear beautiful music,
and then | could see splashes of color in the head-
lights of the van. Beyond my wildest dreams, there
were hundreds of people singing and dancing, with
the most sincere joy. Men, women, and children em-
braced us, hanging garlands around our necks.
“Karibu!” they cried out, “Welcome!” This was hos-
pitality and welcome at its finest, and | was in love.

The next day as we visited our partner schools,
Eli, a young man who was forced to drop out when
his own attempts to raise school fees fell through,
stood before us and spoke with a mature humility
about his accomplishments, made possible by his
Mama Ada Foundation scholarship. Education is gov-

their families, and to launch self-sustaining live-
stock projects (currently poultry, and soon
goats). The Foundation’s namesake and inspira-
tion, Mama Ada, is the matriarch of St. Joseph’s
Anglican Church in Ziwa, Kenya, the partner of
Father Cook’s former parish, St. David’s in Min-
netonka, Minn. St. Mark’s has established a part-
nership with St. James in Kebuson, Kenya, and
Kaplelach Secondary School. For more informa-
tion, visit www.mamaadafoundation.org.

ernment funded in Kenya only through the eighth
grade. School fees for high school are $200 USD for
a day student and $300 USD for a boarding student.

In a private conversation with Eli | offered a “pep
talk” of sorts, referring to the multitude of gifts God
had given him and my own faith in his abilities if he
kept working hard. “I promise you,” he said, taking
my hands in his. “I promise to work hard and succeed
and make you proud.”

This was a young man grateful for a second
chance and committed to a new life, and | was in
love.

Every day | met more and more people who can
best be described as genuine. | was immediately
struck by the authenticity of everyone, and | found
this incredibly refreshing. One morning, as | was
awake with the sun and drawn outside for a most
peaceful and reflective walk, | gave some thought to
this beautiful truth among the people among whom |
was living. As | strolled past the small mud huts,
called shambas, where large families had to be nearly
on top of each other asleep inside; as | wandered
alongside field after field of maize (corn) which
would feed these families for the coming year; as |
negotiated the rough terrain of the rocky red clay
roads, imagining how it felt to do it as most did —
without shoes; as I did all these things on this quiet
morning, | began to realize why my new Kenyan
friends were so delightfully genuine. Their authentic-
ity was the result of their beautiful simplicity! |

See KENYA, Page 16
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Reviving a priestly ministry at The Crossings

By Clay Waddell

Over a decade ago, the Diocese of Southeast
Florida sold the Bishop Gray Inn, an assisted living
and nursing facility in Lake Worth. The facility is
now called The Crossings. The deconsecrated Chapel
of the Good Shepherd with its beautiful blue stained
glass window is now a rehabilitation center. The
stained glass window picturing Christ with a lamb is
now plastered over with a brown wall, and a bed is
now situated where the altar once stood. The remain-
ing furnishings including the altar and few pews are
now in a room in the rear annex of the center.

All the signs of the space once being a chapel are
gone. It seems on first inspection that the Episcopal
presence has departed. This sounds like the end of the
story, but the Gospel cannot be stopped.

Over a year ago, | began visiting a man named
Henry, a resident of The Crossings who had a con-
nection to Bethesda-by-the-Sea. | had never been to
The Crossings and was amazed at seeing the beauti-
ful chapel. I visited Henry and Peggy at The Cross-
ings until he moved to another assisted living facility.
Henry and his wife of 60 years, Peggy, informed
other patients that they, too, could receive Holy Com-
munion on Sundays; they were quite the evangelists
to the community.

Over time, | met Jim Buchanan, a Eucharistic Vis-
itor from St. Andrew’s, Lake Worth, who faithfully
brings communion to one of St. Andrew’s parish-
ioners. We combined our efforts, and a church com-
munity began to reassemble at The Crossings.

One Sunday | encountered Fr. Chauncey Shaw, a
retired priest who had moved to The Crossings after

Priestly presence

Photo by Clay Waddell

Assisted by Eucharistic Visitor Sara Horner of
Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Fr. Chauncey Shaw celebrates
the Eucharist with his congregation at The Crossings.

health problems made it difficult for him to live inde-
pendently. When | gave Fr. Shaw a Bethesda service
leaflet, he told me he had once served as a priest at
Bethesda, assisting Fr. Ted Holt during the interim
period from 1980-82. He also served for a year with
Fr. Ralph “Hap” Warren after he became rector of
Bethesda-by-the-Sea in 1982. Later that year Fr.
Shaw left Bethesda and entered a monastery.

When Fr. Shaw came to The Crossings, the late
Fr. John Mangrum, who had also served at Bethesda,
was the resident priest at the facility. Fr. Mangrum’s

death in March 2010 left Fr. Shaw as the sole priestly
presence at the Crossings.

For a time, at our Sunday service of Communion
Under Special Circumstances, Fr. Shaw would only
pronounce the absolution and bless us after the post-
communion prayer; but when we located an altar
book, communion vessels, stoles and alb for Fr.
Shaw, he resumed his priestly vocation as celebrant
of the Eucharist. On Sunday, Aug. 8, 2011, Fr. Shaw
presided at a service at the Crossings with 15 resi-
dents in attendance. Jim Buchanan led the hymns
and served as lector. Both Jim and | assisted in the
distribution of Holy Communion.

A new resident to the facility, Gino Ciamapa, was
overwhelmed with joy when he heard that the Eu-
charist was being celebrated in his new home. He
felt that God would now be known in that place in the
breaking of the bread.

Though the chapel is gone, the stained glass being
visible only from the outside, we know that the
Church is her people. The Good Shepherd, Jesus, is
ever present; and though the chapel is deconsecrated,
the people at The Crossings are sanctified through the
sacraments.

The Word is being proclaimed by God’s feeble
agents, and God’s priest, Chauncey Shaw, has a con-
gregation, purpose and hope renewed. What the
psalmist wrote so long ago is true today for God’s
people at The Crossings: “I was glad when they said
to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord!"”

The Rev. Clay Waddell is a deacon at Bethesda-
by-the-Sea, Palm Beach.
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learned that when a person’s life has not been
stretched and complicated so far beyond that which
God has first given and intended for them (as, admit-
tedly, mine has probably been at times) then a lovely
sincerity shines through. This was a simple gift to
me, and | was in love.

Finally, my Kenyan experience was perhaps the
most joy-filled I have ever had. The joy that perme-
ated my every encounter came from the welcome, the
gratitude, the sincerity, and the hope | have already
written about here. But it came first from the deep
faith of my new friends. “God is good,” they would
tell me as they proudly showed me their harvest.
“God is good,” they would proclaim as | met their
children and grandchildren. “God is good,” they
would announce as | entered their shamba. “God is
good,” they would declare as we held our hands in
prayer. There was no doubt where everyone’s joy
came from — it was from God — and there was
clearly no end to this contagious joy. If our wealth
were (as it perhaps should be) the measure of our
faith and joy, then in Kenya | met the richest people |
have known, and I am in love!

My simple response to those who ask about my
journey to Kenya is to say, “it is the best thing 1’ve
ever done.” To some others 1’ve been known to say,
“if it were at all practical, | might still be there
today.” To be certain, my first visit to Kenya will not
be my last.

As for the love that | brought home with me, |
have not entirely figured out what God intends for me
to do with that. I’m pretty sure I’m meant to tell this
story (so thanks for reading) and to move the hearts
of others who may wish to help those I now love. In

“Members of the Body”

Photo by Lisa Barrowclough

The congregation of St. James, Kebuson, Kenya, welcomes the guests from St. Mark’s, Palm Beach Gar-
dens, and St. George’s, Riviera Beach. “I had just preached (with Swabhili translation) about us all being ‘the
Body of Christ—about how ‘the eye cannot say to the foot, ‘I have no need of you,” said the Rev. Lisa Bar-

rowclough. “And then this picture happened.”

the meantime, I’ll keep thanking God for this inde-
scribable gift.

We are grateful for the prayers of the diocese dur-
ing our pilgrimage, especially as word got out about
the grenade attacks in Nairobi. As it turns out, we
were blissfully unaware of the danger in Nairobi, as
we were safely tucked away in our tiny village, with
no ability to communicate with the larger world, and
with our wonderful hosts surrounding us with great

love and care. Once we became aware of the threat,
we took every precaution, and our hosts became es-
pecially vigilant. We never once felt unsafe. A stark
reality struck me, however. As much as you prayed
for us, we should always be praying for our Kenyan
brothers and sisters, for they live with this sort of ter-
ror as their constant companion. May they one day
soon know peace.



