


SONGS OF
PRAISE

Music and dance by
parishioners and groups
from neighboring
churches were part of
the celebration of the
100th Anniversary of St.
Matthew’s, Delray
Beach.
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100-year-old parish celebrates “how far we've come”

By Deborah Delva

Nov. 30, 2008, at St. Matthew’s, Delray Beach,
was a day filled with joy, love, fellowship and ex-
citement about how far we’ve come and where God
is leading us.

The parish had designed and sold commemora-
tive 100th Anniversary t-shirts, and many members
came to church that day wearing them.

The 10 a.m. service was a hip-hop mass led by
the youth of the parish, who did the readings, fol-

lowed by a praise dance by St. Matthew’s Angels of
Praise.

After the service everyone processed into the
parish hall for lunch, during which every member
was asked to write on a card something for which he
or she was thankful to God. A DVD created by
parishioner Tammy Cooper from photographs show-
ing people and events throughout the history of St.
Matthew’s was shown.

After the lunch and program, the congregations
processed back into the church singing “We’ve come

into his house.” Those who had written their thanks-
givings were invited to hang their thanksgiving cards
on a bare tree that was placed on the altar.

Then the evening worship began, with singing by
choirs and soloists from neighboring churches and
the prayers over the blessing tree.

The evening ended with a dinner in the parish
hall. H

Deborah Delva was one of the coordinators of St.
Matthew'’s Centennial Celebration.

All Angels’ offers Miami Springs
families a night at the movies

By Rita Mayer

On a crisp South Florida winter night, with the
smell of popcorn in the air, couples and families came
to unwind at a night at the movies after a busy work
week —but this was not happening in the familiar mul-
tiplex at the mall.

This was “Movie Night on the Circle,” a monthly
free, outdoor double-feature that has become a popular
event provided by All Angels’ Episcopal Church to
their neighbors in the City of Miami Springs, a com-
munity of about 13,000, nestled inconspicuously in the
center of Miami-Dade County.

There is nothing inconspicuous about Movie Nights
on the Circle. It is held in the social center of the town,
“the Circle”, a grassy, tree-and-flower-landscaped park
surrounded by a traffic roundabout. There’s an old-
time gazebo in the center, where a couple of All An-
gels’ parishioners are selling popcorn and other snacks
(at well below multiples prices). A rented jumbo screen
and digital projector stand at one side of the circle for
easy viewing, and community policing is on hand to
slow down traffic and help pedestrians cross the street.

On this night, several hundred people have come
with their blankets and lawn chairs to nestle under the
stars with friends and family. They’ve brought a few
dollars for the concession stand in the gazebo and their
expectations for a relaxing and entertaining night. They
do not seem to be disappointed.

“I’ve been looking forward to it all week,” said
Jana Armstrong, who attended the showing of Kung-
Fu Panda with her children and one-year-old lab mix,
Diamond. “I love outdoor movies. It takes me back to
the days of drive-ins. It’s great on a Friday evening
after work to get some refreshments and the kids and
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enjoy the great weather.”

This is the second year that All Angels’
has held these movie nights, which always
include one popular film for younger chil-
dren and another for teens and adults. The
December offerings were the Disney ani-
mated feature Mickey’s Twice Upon a
Christmas and National Lampoon's Christ-
mas Vacation, and January’s films shared a
space theme: WALL-E and Apollo 13.

The monthly movie nights will con-

tinue probably through April; after that,
heat, humidity and mosquitoes will de-
mand a hiatus till fall.

All Angels’ is the only church in the
city to hold a free, public event on a regu-
lar basis, and does so with the blessing of
the city.

“A few years ago, the city did a recreation survey,
said the Reverend Susan Keedy, rector of All Angels’
Church. “They found that the number one request was
for movies. I think the city council recognizes it as
something that draws the community together.”

It is perhaps because of this understanding that for
the first several months the city covered the expenses
of equipment and police traffic control.

“When the City was forced to re-evaluate their fi-
nancial commitment, they granted us two months’ sup-
port with the caveat that we seek sponsorship,” said
Bill Tallman, who, along with Joe DePablo, serves on
the church’s vestry and helps organize the movie
events.

New sponsorships have come in from Action Plat-
ing Corp., which is the family business of Miami
Springs Mayor Bill Bain, and from City Councilman

’
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MOVIE NIGHT

Miami Springs families enjoy an outdoor night at the movies,
thanks to All Angels’.

Zavier Garcia. Movie Nights on the Circle will go on,
and everyone seems happy about that.

At the end of the night, movie-goers take home
their blankets and lawn chairs and along with them,
memories of this cozy, shared experience under the
stars.

Keedy believes this kind of experience offers the
community’s children an opportunity to learn a skill
that is seldom modeled for young people: how to play
as adults.

“Children grow up thinking that the only way to
have fun as adults involves alcohol,” she said. “It’s
important for us to let them see their parents having a
good time, as adults, doing things adults and children
can enjoy together.” l

Rita Mayer, a freelance writer, is a parishioner at
All Angels’, Miami Springs.
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THREE QUESTIONS
FOR LEONARD PITTS, JR.

What can the black church do to continue and
build on the legacy of Dr. King?

I’m very much a believer in doing what you can
where you can. We get frozen by this paralysis of
analysis that says, “I want to save the whole
world—how do I go about doing that?”” Maybe the
way you save the whole world is how you save the
block that you’re on—how do you save the commu-
nity, the neighborhood you’re in? If you can have
some impact on that, then things can begin to happen.

We look at the movements that have had major
impact, and they all started with very humble ideas.
You know, Martin Luther King didn’t set out to be-
come this international icon of change; Martin
Luther King set out to bring some humanity to the
treatment of black people on the buses in Birming-
ham. A lot of people don’t know that when they ini-
tially set out to do the Montgomery bus boycott,
their original demand wasn’t for integration—all
they asked was to be treated humanely, to have a
more humane form of segregation. And from that
came this movement that galvanized the nation and
eventually the world.

I think the lesson there is: Forget about the world
for a minute—not that the world isn’t important, but
how can you fix what’s right in front of you? I think
that should be the mission of the Church and the
mission of all of us—what’s on this block that needs
to be fixed?

How does the black church retain its identity in
a completely multicultural society?

I don’t worry too much about retaining identity. I
think that identity is so fluid, not only for African-
American people, but for all people in the county,
[that] I don’t worry a whole lot about that. What we
define now as African-American identity probably
wouldn’t be the same as it would have been 50-60-
70 years ago, so I really don’t have a lot of romance
or nostalgia about that... Identity is sort of like lan-
guage; people worry about protecting the English
language, but language is organic. There’s no way
you’re going to be able stop people from saying
what they want to say in the way that’s most com-
fortable for them....I don’t worry about protecting
language and culture—I think they’re going to do
what they’re going to do.

How does Obama’s becoming president fulfill Dr.
King’s dream —and where do we go from here?
What Obama’s election does is [that] it forces a
lot of us as African-American people us to recali-
brate our sense of what is possible. We’ve had a
notion...a very fact-founded notion, that there
were a certain things that you can’t do or that
won’t happen for you, because you’re black. The
problem is that when you accept that a thing isn’t
possible, you stop trying to make it happen... The
election of Barack Obama is... specifically impor-
tant to us as black people [because] it says, don’t
believe everything that you’ve been told —look
what’s possible if you just say, “Why not?” Hl

By Mary W. Cox, editor

Pulitzer Prize winning Miami Herald columnist
Leonard Pitts, Jr., was the speaker on Jan. 18 at the
annual service at Church of the Incarnation, Miami,
commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Telling the congregation that he was going to
speak about “impatience and impossibility,” Pitts
began by saying that “Martin Luther King, Jr., did a
whole lot more than dream.”

A whole generation of Americans has grown up
knowing King only as a man with “some kind of
vague, airy-fairy kind of dream...of change that
would come sooner or later, somehow, in the sweet
by-and by,” Pitts said, but “there was a great impa-
tience in Martin Luther King, Jr.”

“Having dreamt, he went out and acted...he put
his very body on the line to make his dream come
true.”

A section of King’s Letter from Birmingham
City Jail had just been read as part of the Liturgy of
the Word. Pitts quoted other parts of that famous
essay, beginning with, “For years now I have heard
the word ‘Wait!’” to emphasize what King de-
scribed as “legitimate and unavoidable impatience”
with injustice.

“When he spoke of his dream,” Pitts said, “he
meant something real, something touchable and
tangible, something we could work for and bring
into existence. He meant work for justice —NOW.
He meant work for brotherhood —NOW...”

This might sound
utopian, or even impossi-
ble, he said—maybe as im-
possible as “electing a
black man president of
these United States.”

There was laughter and
aripple of applause at that statement. Then Pitts
added, “It occurs to me that sometimes ‘impossible’
is just a word that we use for things we have not
yet figured out how to believe in or how to do.”

He spoke of King’s dedication to “the beloved
community,” quoting again from the Letter from
Birmingham City Jail: “I am cognizant of the inter-
relatedness of all communities and states...We are
caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied
in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects
one directly, affects all indirectly.”

If this was true more than 30 years ago, it is
even more true today in a world made small by
technology, in which none of us is out of reach of
the rest of us, Pitts said.

He called it “a dangerous conceit” to believe
that one community has no bearing on another.

“Were you thinking about Muslim grievances on
September 10, 2001?” he asked.

“Humanity is the business of all of us...so it has
to matter to us when genocide is being practiced in
Darfur; we have to care when a woman in Pakistan
is sentenced to be gang-raped for a crime her
brother supposedly committed; we have to be con-
cerned when girls in Cambodia are sold to pimps
by their families; we have to be bothered when a
talented child in the Mississippi Delta cannot study
her schoolwork because her family hasn’t got the
money for pencils and paper; we have to give a
darn when a man in Washington is stopped or ar-
rested or jailed just because his skin is black.”

None of us can save the whole world, he said,
but “one of the most important lessons of the life of
Dr. King is that the fact that no one of us can save
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Columnist Leonard Pitts, Jr., speaks at the Martin
Luther King service at Church of the Incarnation.

the world entire is not an excuse for failing to try,
not an excuse for failing to do what you can, where
you are, right now.”

You build that “beloved community,” he said,
by building affordable housing, serving in a soup
kitchen, preaching the Gospel, teaching, being a
mentor —and by speaking out against injustice in
your community, in the marketplace, in the world.

“... He meant work for justice — NOW.
He meant work for brotherhood — NOW.”

— Leonard Pitts, Jr.

You build it by “pressing your government to take
human rights seriously” and by “not allowing
politicians of both the right and the left to define
morality in the narrow terms they prefer.”

“You do NOT build it by sitting around hoping
for it, wishing for it, dreaming for it. You build it
by working for it, and by recognizing that you are
part of a continuum of people working for it.”

He acknowledged that it’s easy to become dis-
couraged and feel that what you are doing doesn’t
matter, but, he suggested, if Dr. King or Rosa Parks
or any of the other Civil Rights pioneers had given
in to discouragement, “I would not be here—and
Barack Obama would not be there.”

“Do you realize that what is about to happen on
Tuesday [Jan. 20] is impossible?”

“And yet, there it is, happening —which tells me
that if you are willing to work, if you are willing to
understand yourself as part of that continuum of
people working, if you are willing to be faithful
and persistent and undeterred by pronouncements
of impossibility, you never know what will hap-
pen.”

“Martin Luther King had this crazy idea,” Pitts
said, “that the wall between white and
black...could be made to crumble, if everyone did
what they could, where they were...and we would
not have to wait for some utopian future to see it
happen... In this day,” he said.”

“Forty some years later, here we sit...we are
not finished, not by a long shot—still, here we sit,
two days before the inauguration of the first
African-American president in American history.”

“Sometimes, ‘impossible’ is just a word.” H
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DIOCESAN ACOLYTES WILL HOLD

ANNUAL GATHERING APR. 25
The 2009 diocesan Acolyte Festival will be held Apr. 25 at

St. Gregory’s, Boca Raton.

Consistently one of the most popular and well-attended
events in the diocese, the festival provides an opportunity for
acolytes from all parishes in the diocese to come together for fel-

lowship, learning and worship.

The day will offer a variety of workshops on both the spiritu-
ality and the practical skills of acolyte ministry. The event will

conclude with a Festival Eucharist, at which the acolytes will be
vested and will process with their processional crosses, torches
and parish banners.

The preacher for the service will be the Rev. Cori Olson,
priest-in-charge at St. Luke the Physician, Miami.

Each congregation is asked to name one acolyte to be recog-
nized by the bishop at the festival for outstanding service.
Names of acolytes to be honored must be sent to Mary Cobiella,
diocesan coordinator for youth ministry, at mary @diosef.org, no
later than Apr. 1.

Registration for the Acolyte Festival will be available online
at http://www.diosef.org/news-events/register-for-event.shtml.
The cost is $13, which includes lunch. Every five youth partici-
pating should be accompanied by one adult. ll

HAPPENING WEEKEND SET

FOR MARCH 20-22

Happening #24 is scheduled for March 20-22 at St. Mar-
tin’s, Pompano Beach.

Happening is a weekend designed to bring youth in grades
nine to twelve to a fuller personal relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ, and to a deeper level of commitment and apostle-
ship. It is presented by teenagers for teenagers with the help of
clergy and lay adult leadership.

All high school youth in the diocese are invited to attend,

but space is limited. Registration is online at
http://www.diosef.org/news-events/register-for-event.shtml.
For additional information contact Krisan Lamberti, Moon-
lightK @aol.com, or Luis Rodriguez, TLS Youth@aol.com. l

YOUTH CALENDAR 2009

March 20-22
Happening #24, St. Martin’s,
Pompano Beach
Cost: $75
April 25
Acolyte Festival, St. Gre-
gory’s, Boca Raton
Cost: $13
May 8-10
Youth Convention, Hugh Tay-
lor Birch State Park, Ft. Laud-
erdale
Cost: $35

mmer Cam
Dayspring — Diocese of
Southwest Florida
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TBA

June 21-26

Summer Kanuga Conference,
Hendersonville, N.C.
www.kanuga.org

Cost: $440

July 2009

Junior High Overnight
Lock-In

Location and date — TBA

For additional information
contact Mary Cobiella at
mary@diosef.org or 305-373-
0881, ext.29.
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Above: A spirited conga line snakes
through the parish hall at Chapel of St. An-
drew at the annual Diocesan Youth Christ-
mas Ball on Dec. 13. About 130 youth
attended the semi-formal event, which in-
cluded a dinner and dancing, with an ap-
pearance by Bishop Leo Frade.

At left: North Dade Deanery young people
celebrate the arrival of 2009 with the
deanery’s third annual New Year’s Dance,
held Jan. 2 at Holy Family, Miami Gar-
dens. Approximately 100 youth attended
the event, which was the kick-off for a year
of deanery youth events that are planned
to include a “Straight Talk” retreat, trips to
Holy Land Experience in Orlando and the
National Acolyte Festival in Washington,
DC, and a service project designed to rein-
force a sense of community among stu-
dents between the ages of eight and 18.

Youth get “glimpse of heaven” at Faith in 3D

By Michael Sahdev

Walt Disney World experi-
enced the magic generated by
2,600 Christian teens and
“tweens” at Faith in 3D. The
Jan. 16-19 gathering brought
together youth from three de-
nominations: Episcopalians,
Presbyterians and Progressive
Baptists. Twenty-eight youth
and chaperones from our dio-
cese attended the event.

The weekend was about
learning each tradition. Every-
one seemed to enjoy sharing
their traditions with each other
and dialoging about the differ-
ences. It was a great way to
catch a glimpse of heaven,
when we will all be one in
Gods’ church. Everyone valued
their own tradition but enjoyed
experiencing the other tradi-
tions when each denomination
hosted one service during the
event.

The Progressive Baptists
had an amazing speaker, Tony
Campolo. He inspired every-
one to look beyond the surface
and to really care for each
other. The Presbyterian
speaker, Rodger Nishioka,
serves as associate professor of
Christian Education at Colum-
bia Theological Seminary in
Decatur, Ga. He taught us
about living as one in the king-
dom of God no matter where
we are from or what our tradi-
tions may be.

The closing celebration for
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
was hosted by the Episco-
palians. We rocked! The serv-
ice began with our procession
to the sound of 20 drummers
pounding out an African beat,
doves waving high and the
cross borne in a dance step.
The crowd chanted an African
prayer song, and everyone
knew that something special

was happening.

The celebrant for our serv-
ice was The Rev. “Nedi”
Rivera, bishop suffragan in the
Diocese of Olympia. She is the
first Hispanic woman bishop
and only the 12th woman
bishop in the history of The
Episcopal Church. She inspired
everyone to live a life based on
equality and respect, and she
also explained to the other two
denominations our traditions of
the Eucharist and drinking
from a common cup.

I was honored to be selected
to read the first lesson in the
service. The spirit of our serv-
ice highlighted our belief that
everyone has a place in our tra-
dition. It was the perfect end to
a great event. ll

Michael Sahdev, parish-
ioner at St. Benedict’s, Planta-
tion, is president of the
diocesan Youth Commission.
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“KOOL KIDS,”

WARM HEARTS

Students in Ms. Capo-
bianco’s third-grade class
at Saint Mark's Episcopal
School, Fort Lauderdale,
model the shirts they dec-
orated to send to families
in Haiti. Emma Goldman
(third row, center), is one
of the founders of Kool
Kids Care, which organ-
ized the T-shirt project.

Photo provided
by St. Mark’s School

St. Mark's students lead drive to send T-shirts to Haiti

In the aftermath of the four storms that devas-
tated Haiti during the 2008 hurricane season, stu-
dents in several Broward County schools found a
way to help, thanks to a community service program
founded last spring by three students—a third-grader
and two fifth-graders—at St. Mark’s Episcopal
School in Ft. Lauderdale.

Last spring sisters Emma and Julia Goldman and
their friend Ansley White, impatient with the lack of
volunteer service opportunities for elementary
school students, started their own service organiza-
tion, Kool Kids Care. They recruited members

among their friends, neighbors and schoolmates, and
set up a website, www.koolkidscare.com, to get their
message out. Their first efforts included encouraging
recycling of cans and bottles in a Ft. Lauderdale park
and raising funds for the Humane Society of
Broward County.

After the hurricanes, the members of Kool Kids
Care looked for a way to extend their community
caring to neighbors in Haiti, and decided to provide
T-shirts for children and families who had lost all
their possessions to the storms. Third and fourth-
graders at St. Mark’s participated in the “Ts for To-

morrow” project, decorating T-shirts with original
designs and messages of hope and friendship to send
to Haiti.

Participating schools created 1,500 decorated T-
shirts, which were given to Food for the Poor in De-
cember. The Coconut Creek-based ministry, of which
Bishop Leo Frade is a board member, is distributing
the shirts through its network of relief and develop-
ment programs in Haiti.

For more information on how to become a mem-
ber of Kool Kids Care, go to www.koolkidscare.com,
or email info@koolkidscare.com. l

BOLD Justice reports successes, plans new focus for 2009

By Todd Hoover

At an October 16, 2008, Community Problems
Assembly Meeting, parishioners from All Saints, Ft.
Lauderdale, and St. Nicholas, Pompano Beach, were
among the participants in BOLD Justice (Broward
Organized Leaders Doing Justice) pledging, “We
commit to participate in this covenant for the express
purpose of living out our faith and values of justice,
fairness and, loving our neighbors as ourselves.”

In a packed Hollywood Hills United Methodist
Church, religious leaders, including All Saints’ Asso-
ciate Priest Rosa Lindhal-Mallow, gave an update on
the BOLD’s record successes for a first-year commu-
nity organization since the first “Nehemiah Action”
meeting last February.

All Saints is the only Episcopal founding member
of the 28 church and synagogue coalition designed to
work for justice in a biblical sense in various commu-
nity issues in Broward County. Outreach ministry by
faith groups often helps the sufferers; but BOLD is
aimed at going beyond this kind of immediate aid to
prevent the systemic injustices that cause hunger,
homelessness and other situations of needless suffer-
ing.

Affordable Rental Housing and Oral Health Care

were BOLD’s two issues for 2008, and these will
continue to be researched and promoted in 2009.

The coalition’s efforts have resulted in the first
and only step to date toward fulfilling a 1997 promise
by the County Commission of an additional 10,000
affordable rental units; until last year, no additional
units had been funded. In 2008 Broward County
made available 276 affordable rental unit, along with
a shift in $3 million in funds towards affordable
housing, and the county has applications pending for
an additional 672 units..

Oral Health Care, the second issue, had even more
dramatic success: $808,145 in four awarded grants to
provide more dental care through the Broward Com-
munity College, Broward Health, Nova University
and National Foundation of Dentists of the Handi-
capped.

Faced with the current economic crisis —the re-
cession in Broward is entering its fourth year with a
50% increase in unemployment and the number of
homeless families up five-fold in two years— partici-
pants in the October meeting voted that Job Creation
would be would be the focus of BOLD’s efforts for
2009.

Several All Saints’ parishioners have been re-
searching/networking on this issue. In November,

Bill Peters met with the Broward Alliance, a market-
ing organization aimed at promoting Broward
County. Jack Landers joined with BOLD to meet
with the state jobs bureau— Work Force One—in
early December, and Deb Workman met with the
Broward County Office of Economic Development.

Recommendations from their research have been
received, and BOLD is planning specific suggestions
for ways the county can partner with industry, small
business, higher education and others to promote job
creation in Broward County.

BOLD justice invites everyone concerned about
these issues of economic justice in Broward commu-
nities to join in a Mar. 5 rally at 6:45 p.m. at St. Eliz-
abeth Catholic Church, NE 10th Terrace, Pompano
Beach. The organization also hopes to have a large
crowd participating in the next Nehemiah Action As-
sembly, Apr. 2, when the group will present its con-
cerns to politicians and authorities and demand action
and accountability. The location for the Apr. 2 event
has not yet been announced.

For more information, contact Todd Hoover,
todd@allsaintsfl.org.ll

Todd Hoover is Outreach Liaison at All Saints, Ft.
Lauderdale, and a member of the board of BOLD.

! Saved
100%

Offer Expires: Never

Visit The Episcopal Church of the Holy Family to redeem.
Offer good on the following days:

Sunday Services 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 6:15 p.m.
Anytime you need Spiritual Uplifting 24 hours / 7 days a week

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. — John 3:16-17

A DIFFERENT INVITATION
Holy Family, Miami Gardens, recently
chose an unusual—but definitely fa-
miliar-looking—way to invite neigh-
bors to church, offering this “coupon”
for parishioners to share with their
friends. Even in a recession, God’s
grace is still free—the best bargain of
all!
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Two parishes partner in “win/win/win” model for serving neighhors

By Ann Rose

Every now and then, a magical union of visions,
needs, gifts and passion takes place, and at those times,
our lives seem to be moving in sync with just the right
currents. Sister Episcopal parishes, Holy Comforter in
Little Havana and St. Thomas in Coral Gables, are now
partnered in ministries that radiate that sense of grace as
the two parishes design and implement new ways to
serve people with many needs, from infants to the eld-
erly in the Little Havana area.

For decades, Holy Comforter Episcopal Church, or
Iglesia Episcopal Del Espiritu Santo, has provided a
number of critical ministries to the parish and commu-
nity: a day care center for infants through age six, a
daily food distribution program for homeless people,
low-income senior housing for 54 residents, a youth
program, and an after-school program with study space
and computers. Affordable school tuition and apart-
ment rent for the elderly have been made possible by
assistance from HUD (the government agency for
Housing and Urban Development) and from private
contributions through the parish.

Currently led by the Rev. Dwight Morgan, rector;
Ligia Munguia, head of the day care center; and Mal-
colm Briggs, treasurer and administrator, these vital
ministries that provide food, shelter, early education
and nurturing, and after-school safe haven are flourish-
ing. The huge “however” is the lack of adequate fund-
ing and supplies in today’s economy. To continue
providing some of the most needed community min-
istries in the diocese, Holy Comforter needed a partner.

Different threads were woven together last year, and
out of that weaving came a ministries partnership. At
St. Thomas’s strategic planning sessions, a proposal
was presented for a joint church/school outreach that
would bring parishioners and the school community to-
gether to accomplish something great.

A vision began to form—a vision that would fulfill
St. Thomas’s theme for the year, “Reach Up, Reach In,
Reach Out,” beyond all expectations. Representatives
from St. Thomas visited Holy Comforter in the early
summer, met residents in senior housing, and saw the
neighborhood food distribution in action. During the
summer, St. Thomas welcomed its new associate, Fr.
Mario Milian, whose past experience included super-
vising major outreach efforts in Honduras after Hurri-
cane Mitch. He was willing to become the clergy
coordinator of the new outreach. The vestry and school
board endorsed the partnership as the primary outreach
of St. Thomas Parish.

What the St. Thomas visitors witnessed during the
summer can be updated by the Christmas visit that St.
Thomas clergy and parishioners made in December.

They met senior citizens coming in and out of the
senior housing building—the Robert B. Hall Apart-
ments, named after Holy Comforter’s sixth rector—
which faces the church building across a pleasant paved
patio area. The whole complex is secured safely from
the streets. An elderly couple welcomed a quick look
into their apartment, a small, orderly one-bedroom
apartment with smells of that evening’s dinner cooking
in the little kitchen.

In the sanctuary right across the patio, 45 day care
children presented the Christmas program they had
been practicing for weeks. Children as young as the in-
fant Jesus up through six-year-olds played their parts
perfectly. Gabriel, Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph, Mary,
and Jesus were from Honduras, Nicaragua, San Sal-
vador, Colombia, and the United States. The angels
added a child from Costa Rica to that mix, and the
shepherds added representatives from Argentina and
Cuba. The Magi coming from the East, actually came
from San Salvador, Uruguay and the Dominican Re-
public. The children are taught English in Day Care,
but the program was in Spanish so that the parents who
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GOOD SCOUTS

St. Thomas’s Girl Scout Troop 132 listen as Ligia Munguia discusses the day care center at Holy Comforter.

were able to come could enjoy their most familiar lan-
guage. From the very elderly in senior housing to the
Baby Jesus in the Day Care pageant, people with real
financial needs were being served at Holy Comforter in
a quiet and dignified way —which brings us back to the
help needed to continue these services.

Students at St. Thomas School were fast learners
about gratitude and giving, and enthusiastically opened
their hearts and allowances when they were taught
about the ministries at Holy Comforter. It undoubtedly
made an impression on them when they saw their par-
ents sign on for major responsibilities. School parents
and children now participate together in projects that
meet a wide variety of needs at Holy Comforter.

Responding through their St. Francis Drive to a
“wish list” for the day care center, St. Thomas children
collected $100 per class, in coins, from their allowances
and extra jobs at home. The Pre-School Book Drive
started out as part of the St. Francis Drive, but then con-
tinued until January. With funds collected from pre-
schoolers who learned to give by doing age-appropriate
chores at home, Scholastic Press books were purchased.
Hundreds of new or “gently used” books for preschool-
ers were also donated — English, Spanish, and bi-lin-
gual books. Meanwhile, the residents in senior housing
were also being supplied with fresh reading material
through a magazine drive coordinated by second-grade
teacher Chris Plasencia.

One grade level at a time, St. Thomas School stu-
dents now bring quantities of canned food, ready to eat
from pop-top cans, to supplement the daily food distri-
bution ministry at Holy Comforter. Collected in the
breezeway in a large wooden cart constructed by student
JoJo Balduc and his father, John, the cans of food are
blessed at the school Eucharist and delivered to Holy
Comforter by Milian and volunteers. They are given out
daily to homeless people in the neighborhood of Holy
Comforter and provided for families who attend a
Wednesday prayer service and stay to receive food.

A fifth-grade spaghetti dinner raised $2,700 for min-
istries at Holy Comforter. A new stove and other
kitchen items have used $1,800 of that amount so far.
At the Parents’ Association Christmas breakfast, toys
were collected for the children, and gift baskets with
grocery and pharmacy gift cards for the elderly in sen-
ior housing. The school also donated four television
sets and has a plan to provide additional computers for
the after-school program.

At Thanksgiving, St. Thomas parishioners donated
money for meals to be distributed by Holy Comforter.
Above the cost of the 60 meals delivered to families in
Little Havana, the monies collected totaled over $3,000,
which was contributed to the total ministry program.
Before that collection, the Church Endowment had

given $2,500 toward the electrical bill at Holy Com-
forter, and contracted to have a professional video made
to educate people about the ministries there. Before
that, the Christian Education Program provided back-
packs, books, and school supplies for children in the
Holy Comforter area for the beginning of the school
year. In an ongoing ministry, one parishioner takes
bread and pastry from her father’s bakery to the Senior
Housing facility on Sunday evenings.

During the Christmas season, the St. Thomas Choir
performed a Christmas concert at Holy Comforter, as a
musical gift to the local community and as a fundraiser
for the ministries. A Sunday morning intergenerational
stocking stuffing at St. Thomas produced more glad tid-
ings to deliver along with the food and gifts at Christmas.

As the New Year began, the St. Thomas Youth
Group was planning a paint day for the Holy Comforter
Youth Center, and parishioners Jason Quimby and Su-
sana Moro were donating the tile and installation for
new flooring in the Youth Center.

Scout troops at St. Thomas, along with the rest of
the parish, are undertaking projects that they are partic-
ularly interested in carrying out. Girl Scout Troop 132
is creating a book center in the pre-school classroom,
providing book shelves, books, books on tape, and
other accoutrements to make an engaging area to ex-
plore reading. Scoutmaster Tom Bales noted that there
are several Life-rank Boy Scouts who will be choosing
Eagle Scout projects in the near future. “Troop 336,
sponsored for fifty-four years by St. Thomas Parish, ex-
pects to have several Eagle projects to aid Holy Com-
forter over the next year or two," Bales said.

It was clear last year that Holy Comforter needed
help to continue serving so many people in Little Ha-
vana who needed help and that St. Thomas might be the
ideal partner in ministry. The way the partnership has
evolved, there’s a third recipient of this outreach min-
istry by St. Thomas—the people of St. Thomas.

School students and their parents are joined together
in projects that are doable and relevant to school chil-
dren; church organizations representing every age and
skill are finding the niches where they can make a dif-
ference; school, church and Scout communities are
joined together in fulfilling their individual pieces of
the bigger picture.

Energies and finances have been channeled by in-
formed visions in order to touch lives of needy people
in our community, through ministries that were already
in place but in serious need of assistance. It is more
than a “win/win;” it’s more like a “win/win/win/win.”
It’s a model of parish ministry that makes so much
sense on every level. ll

Ann Rose is a parishioner at St. Thomas Episco-
pal Church, Coral Gables.





