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DIANA BUTLER BASS WILL LEAD
BISHOP’S SPRING CONFERENCE

The ninth annual Bishop’s Spring Conference
will be Mar. 13-14 at the Duncan Center.

Our speaker will be Diana Butler Bass, scholar
and author of six books, including the best-selling
Christianity for the Rest of Us, and her most recent
work, A Peoples History of Christianity: The Other
Side of the Story, which is to be published in early
March.

The new book is described on her website as one
that explores “under-reported
movements, personalities,
and spiritual practices that
continue to inform and ignite
contemporary Christian wor-
ship, activism, and social jus-
tice reforms in the name of
Jesus.” (For more about But-
ler Bass and her books, go to
www.dianabutlerbass.com.)

Her talks will focus on
what we can learn from
Christian tradition that can help
us live into our diocesan mis-
sion, “to make known to all people the transforming
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, including ALL,
excluding none.”

Bishop Leo Frade initiated the tradition of the
Bishop’s Spring Conference in April
2001 with an event called “First

Butler Bass
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“LIFT UP YOUR HEARTS”

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, assited by Canon Howarth “Hap” Lewis, celebrates the Eucharist

at Holy Trinity.

PB and spouse make two other visits in SE Florida

Although Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori and her husband, Richard Schori, were in the
diocese for a visit more personal than official, two
groups besides the congregation at the Silver Jubilee
service had an opportunity for some time with them.

The Presiding Bishop cele-
brated and preached at Holy
Trinity, West Palm Beach, on
the morning of Jan. 25, and
Richard Schori had an infor-
mal meeting with a small
group of clergy spouses on
Jan. 26.

Holy Trinity’s rector, Fr.
David Wilt, said that Jefferts
Schori preached about “re-
painting” our image of the
world and those in need into

one of abundance, not

“thinning” the resources available to us. “She set

this up with a great joke,” he said.
Communion at the service there

Step”, which provided an introduction

to his missionary vision for the diocese. In subse-
quent years a variety of speakers has offered
tools for such aspects of mission and ministry as
non-traditional worship, multicultural relations,
evangelism and stewardship.

The conference begins at with registration at 1
p.m. on Friday, March 13. After the first plenary
session with Butler Bass, there will be break-out
sessions tailored specifically for the needs of
small, medium and large churches, as well as for
Hispanic and Haitian congregations.

After dinner there will be informal discussion
with Butler Bass and Bishop Leo Frade.

The conference reconvenes with breakfast at 8
a.m. on Saturday morning, and will include two
more presentations by Butler Bass, break-out ses-
sions and reports from the break-out groups. The
event will end with closing prayers at 3 p.m.

The cost is $55 per person and includes all con-
ference materials and meals. Overnight lodging is
available at the Duncan Center; room reservations
must be made directly with the Duncan Center, 561-
496-4130. Registration is online at
http://www.diosef .org/news-events/register-for-
event.shtml. H
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was organized so that everyone got to
receive the host from the Presiding
Bishop.

“A crew of volunteers hosted a wonderful re-
ception which she graciously attended until the
last person who wanted to speak with her had the
opportunity to do so,” said Wilt.

On the morning of Jan. 26 a group of clergy
spouses met with Schori in Trinity Cathedral’s par-
lor to share their experiences.

“He told us about himself and his life as the
spouse of the PB. We could all relate to various
parts of his story,” said Elaine Schofield, wife of re-
tired bishop Calvin O. Schofield, Jr,.

“Dick talked about his travels with Katherine and
his work with the bishops' spouses. He had done a
survey with the bishops' spouses and gave us a
handout of the various thoughts and suggestions
they offered him. The bishops' spouses in turn have
worked with the clergy spouses in their own diocese
to make the transition easier, from first time in the
parish clergy spouse, to moving and career issues, to
children, to activities in the parish to retirement.”

“I thought he related very well to all the clergy
spouses,” said Karen Jones, wife of Fr. Jamie Jones,
rector of St. Matthew the Apostle, Miami.

“He told us about Katharine's career path from
marine biology PhD to priest, bishop and PB.”

Jones, an skilled amateur photographer, said she
was interested in what Schori said about “how he
has had to educate bishops on how to stand and ap-
pear in public so photographs of them turn out bet-
ter.”

Schori, a retired math professor, is also a gifted
photographer; the photographs accompanying our
Silver Jubilee coverage are his. ll

A REQUEST FULLFILLED

On Jan. 11 Bishop Leo Frade forwarded to
diocesan clergy a request from Bishop Miguel
Tamayo, interim bishop of Cuba, for donations
of stoles and small altar linens for transitional
deacons soon to be ordained in his diocese.
Tamayo had explained that he was making this
request of friends here because neither the
candidates for ordination nor the Episcopal
Church in Cuba could afford to purchase these
items. When Tamayo came to participate in
Frade’s Silver Jubilee service on Jan. 25, he
found a rainbow of stoles and a box of other
vestments and small linens waiting for him in
Frade’s office, ready for him to take back to
Cuba.
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DIOCESE WILL HONOR BISHOP
HOLLY’S HERITAGE ON MARCH 7

On March 7 the diocesan Haitian Ministry Com-
mission is sponsoring a celebration at St. Paul et les
Martyrs d’Haiti, Miami, honoring the life and min-
istry of James Theodore Holly, founder and first
bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti and first
African-American bishop of the Episcopal Church.

The observance is the first to be held in the dio-
cese since General Convention in 2006 added a
commemoration of Holly to the church calendar for
trial use. (The commemorative date on the calendar
is March 13, but because that date would conflict
with the Bishop’s Spring Conference this year, the
observance was moved.)

The day will start with two workshops conducted
in French and Creole, beginning at 10 a.m., for the
Haitian Episcopal Community. The first workshop
will focus on “Our identity as Haitians and Episco-
palians,” and the second, on the future of Haitian
ministry in our diocese. The two workshops will be
followed by lunch; that part of the program will con-
clude by 2 p.m.

The second part of the day’s events will begin at
3 p.m. with a workshop on Haitian culture, con-
ducted in English. This will be followed by a solemn
Eucharist at 5 p.m., with Bishop Leo Frade as cele-
brant. A reception will follow immediately in the
parish hall.

Those who plan to attend are asked to contact
Jessy Soria at the Diocesan Office, 305-373-0881. H

Prayers for President Obama

Dear God...

Please help President Obama to love the
world by recycling and cleaning up the earth.
Surround him with good people to work with
him. Help others to be kind to him. Please
keep his family safe, and give President
Obama time to rest during his busy days.

Guide President Obama through his hard
work, and may he show us how to respect and
accept each other as equals.

Help Mr. Obama be a good President. Help
him be good to the poor people. Help him to do
his job with kindness.

In times of hardship, when his beliefs are
not the same as the beliefs of others, when
he is afraid, when making decisions for the
people of our nation, we ask you to give Presi-
dent Obama the courage to lead us. The gift
of courage is necessary to help our leaders
make difficult decisions. We pray that all the
members of our government please you.

Please bless our President, Barack Obama,
with loyalty and patriotism as he leads our
country. Through good and bad times, help
him to remember our past and what we as the
United States of America stand for.

Amen.
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WE WERE THERE!
Students and their chaperones from All Angels’ Academy, Miami Springs, find room to pose for a picture on
the Mall in Washington, DC, on the day after witnessing the historic inauguration of President Barack Obama.

ALL ANGELS' 5o poge 1

the air. It was really exciting.”

After the inauguration ceremony, the students and
their chaperones got a chance to freshen up and then
were whisked away to their own inaugural ball, pro-
vided by their tour company, EF Smithsonian Student
Tours. Looking appropriately elegant in their formal
suits and gowns, the All Angel’s students, along with
other groups of students from all over the country,
were treated to a delicious buffet dinner and danced
the night away to music by provided by a deejay.

The evening was one of fifth-grader Amanda
Gard's favorite parts of the trip. “I'd never been to a
ball before,” she said. “It's fun seeing all the other
people on this trip dancing.”

The excursion consisted of a four-day tour which,

ST. STEPHEN'S

from Page 1

her. It seemed clear that these prayers were too pre-
cious not to share. What better way to share them
than to bind them into a book and send them to Presi-
dent Obama himself? This idea was further con-
firmed as she listened to the President's Inaugural
Address, where he specifically mentioned or made
reference to nearly all the character traits that had
been incorporated into the prayers.

In early February Simmons collected the illustra-
tions, and the finished book will soon be on its way to
our new president.

See box left, for several of the prayers.

Adapted from an article in the e-Pistle, the weekly
online newsletter of St. Stephen’s Church.

in addition to the inauguration and ball, included vis-
its to many other sites in the Washington area. Stu-
dents visited several Smithsonian museums, Mount
Vernon, the National Archives, the National Cathe-
dral, the Library of Congress, and in addition to see-
ing these historic and cultural landmarks, had the
opportunity to meet with their congressman, Rep. Lin-
coln Diaz-Balart, in his office.

“This was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity,” said
Peacock. "Our students were lucky to sit there and
hear it with their own ears and see it with their own
eyes. It might not all sink in right now, but someday it
will. They will be glad they came.”

Added the Rev. Keedy, “It was a momentous event
they will remember for the rest of their lives.” ll

Rita Mayer, a freelance writer, is a parishioner at
All Angels’, Miami Springs.

DUNCAN CENTER
PROGRAMS 2009

Dream Work and Spirituality
March 5, 12, 19, 6:30-8 p.m.
Fee: $85.00 for all 3 sessions

Asking Great Questions:

The Art of Creative Dialog

April 28 & 29, 8:30 a.m.-4 p.m. each day
Fee: $185.00

Icon Writing: A Meditation in Paint
August 9-14
Fee: $800 double occupancy for event

For complete details on these and other Duncan
Center programs, go to http://www.duncancenter.
org/retreats&programs.htm or contact Alison
Walsh, 561-496-4130 or awalsh@duncancenter.org.
The Duncan Center is located at 15820 South Mili-
tary Trail in Delray Beach. l

lllustration by a sixth-grader at St. Stephen’s
Episcopal Day School for the book of prayers for
President Barack Obama.
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THANK YOU, GRACIAS, MERCI!

Thanks to everyone who has made a donation to
The Net! By the end of January we had received
$3,700 from faithful subscribers. In our present eco-
nomic difficulties, I know that these donations repre-
sent a real commitment to communications ministry in
our diocese.

Thanks go also to all of you who continue to sub-
mit the articles, photographs and information that
make The Net worth reading.

— Mary W. Cox, editor

GIFTS FROM DIOCESE WILL HELP

SHIP CLASSROOMS TO HAITI

On Dec. 12 Bishop Leo Frade welcomed in his of-
fice Consul General Ralph Latortue of Haiti and
Deputy Consul Alex Jospitre. The two representatives
of the Haitian Consulate in Miami met briefly with
the bishop and Archdeacon Fritz Bazin to update
them on conditions in Haiti and to receive a diocesan
check for $10,000.

The funds were raised as the result of an appeal by
the bishop to help him respond to a request from
Bishop Jean Zaché Duracin of Haiti for assistance
after four storms struck that country in August and
September of last year.

One of the great needs in the impoverished nation
is to replace the schools that were destroyed by the
storms. Since the storms, several other poorly-con-
structed school buildings have collapsed, leaving
more communities without schools.

By early December, school districts in Miami-
Dade, Broward, Palm Beach and Martin Counties had
already promised to donate as many as 800 portable
classrooms to Haiti, and estimated that perhaps as
many as 2000 more might be made available. How-
ever, the cost and logistics of transporting the large
structures —much like mobile homes—are daunting.

The funds provided by the diocese will go toward
shipping the donated classrooms to Haiti. l

EFM MENTOR TRAINING TO BE

OFFERED APR. 24-26

Education for Ministry (EfM) “Mentor Training”
will be offered Apr. 24-26 at the Duncan Center.

The course is intended to include both a formation
level and a basic or basic in-service training, but each
group will need a minimum of six persons registered
in order for both to be offered.

Education for Ministry is a worldwide program of
theological training for lay people created by the
School of Theology of the University of the South at
Sewanee, Tenn. This extension course, taught in small
seminar groups (no more than 11 students), covers the
basics of a theological education in the Old and New
Testaments, church history, liturgy, and theology.

The 18-hour Mentor Training is the initial phase of
the EfM training system. It is designed for persons
who are thinking about beginning an EfM group, as
well as mentors who are seeking to refresh or deepen
their leadership in the program.

For more information on the mentor training or on
the EfM program, contact Krisan Lamberti, Moon-
lightk@aol.com or 305-962-1450. W
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Frade brings donations to hishop of Jerusalem

During his Jan. 27-Feb. 5 pilgrimage to the Holy
Land, Bishop Leo Frade was able to present to the
bishop of Jerusalem, the Rt. Rev. Suheil S. Dawani, a
check for $11,000 for Al Ahli Arab Hospital in Gaza
City, funds collected in the churches of our diocese.

On Jan. 8, Frade, who was then traveling in Egypt,
sent a message to Southeast Florida clergy and con-
gregations, asking for a special collection on Jan. 11
and 18 for the hospital. Donations are still being re-
ceived; the $11,000 represented funds collected as of
Jan. 30.

During the three weeks of warfare in Gaza the
hospital, which is a ministry of the Diocese of
Jerusalem, treated every patient brought there, re-
gardless of nationality, religion or political affilia-
tion. Glass windows and doors were smashed, there
was limited electricity and almost no heat, and sup-
plies of food and medicine were limited.

The cease-fire in late January brought opportu-
nities for the hospital “to provide some respite for
staff, to concentrate on recovery and rehabilitation
for recently injured patients, to offer more atten-
tion to patients whose medical needs are unrelated
to the conflict, and to attend to the rehabilitation of
the physical plant of the hospital itself,” Dawani
and his staff told supporters in a Jan. 30 report,
but, the bishop added, the situation at the hospital
has not “returned to normal.”

The hospital is providing care to all who need it
for free “because of the unstable economic condi-
tions and the hardships facing most of the civilian
population in Gaza,” the bishop said.

He thanked the international and church-related

GOOD FRIDAY OFFERING WILL GO
TO DIOCESE OF JERUSALEM

Since 1922, Episcopalians have supported the
ministries of the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem
and the Middle East through the Good Friday Of-
fering.

In an Epiphany letter reminding the congrega-
tions of The Episcopal Church of this traditional
offering, Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts
Schori said, “This offering expresses our own
commitment to walk with the church of
Jerusalem and the Middle East as they continue
to work toward justice, reconciliation, and peace.
Through our support of these churches we are
helping to realize God’s vision of shalom.”

More information on the Good Friday Offering
can be found at www.episcopalchurch.org/gfo.

agencies, the dioceses, congregations and individu-
als who have sent aid, and said that monetary sup-
port for the hospital would continue to be needed.

He also asked for prayer for “a just and lasting
peace.”

For more information and updates on Al Ahli
Arab Hospital and all the ministries of the Diocese
of Jerusalem, go to www.j-diocese.org.

To make a donation for the hospital, go to
www.diosef.org; click on the “donations” button;
select “Emergency relief (specify)” and type in “Al
Ahli Arab Hospital.” l
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“It is fitting that we celebrate Leo Frade's quarter-
century as a sheep herder on this feast of Paul's con-
version,” she said. “His own story shares something
with Paul's—though it was not from violence that Leo
was converted. It's probably fairer to say that his con-
version was prompted by encounters with violence,
the kind of violence that the powerful have always
used on those who have a different opinion, or a lesser
place in the socio-political structures of this world.”

“Leo's conversion continues. He brought with him
into this church the strangely warmed heart of the
evangelical Methodist, discovered the liturgical fervor
of the Anglo-Catholic, and unleashed the passion for
justice of a William Wilberforce or a Martin Luther
King, Jr. He believes the gospel he preaches, and he
understands that it intends to set the prisoners free —
the prisoners of poverty, hunger, ignorance, illness,
and hopelessness, and the prisoners of repression. He
continues the gospel work to set the prisoners free, in
this era particularly the prisoners of prejudice and dis-
crimination.”

She noted that Frade is “unafraid to prick the pris-
ons of cultural norms,” alluding with a smile to an
episode when he was a young priest serving as direc-
tor of a summer camp in the Diocese of Louisiana and
“all the kitchen staff quit because of a t-shirt he in-
sisted on wearing.”

Frade, she said, is a “bold and selfless leader who
knows what Christians are meant to be doing. He
doesn't try to do it by himself, either. He's got a re-
markable gift for building communities of passionate
companions, joined in this work of liberation.”

She mentioned in particular the ministry that the
bishop shares with Diana at Our Little Roses.

“Let's keep praying for more Damascus Road ex-
periences,” she concluded. “May they heal us so we
see Jesus everywhere in the poor and imprisoned. Set
us free, O Lord - every single one of us. ;Liberanos
todos, O senor, ahora mismo”!

Greeting the congregation at the peace, Frade

thanked everyone for being there and then said he’d
better tell what the notorious t-shirt said: “Jesus is
coming, and he’s p***** > At the roar of laughter
from the congregation he shrugged —*“I thought it was
in the Bible—I made a mistake.”

Turning serious, he said that the offering from the
service would be dedicated to the ministries of Our
Little Roses with abused, abandoned and orphaned
girls in Honduras.

Following communion, Frade acknowledged and
thanked cathedral and diocesan staff, musicians and
volunteers who planned and participated in the cele-
bration. He also thanked Jefferts Schori for her pres-
ence and her preaching, and recognized each of the
other bishops present: retired Diocesan and Suffrgan
Bishops Calvin O. Schofield, Jr., and John Said;
Bishop Dabney Smith of Southwest Florida; Miguel
Tamayo, bishop of Uruguay and interim bishop of
Cuba; Joe Doss, retired bishop of New Jersey, with
whom Frade shared ministry at Grace Church in New
Orleans, as well as the famous rescue mission of the
God’s Mercy from Mariel in 1980; and Bishop David
Richards, retired coordinator of the Office of Pastoral
Development.

He noted that Richards, who had served as bishop
of Central America, preached at his consecration.

“I was so nervous I didn’t hear a word he said,”
Frade recalled, “but I read it [Richards’ sermon] when
it was published a few months later in a church maga-
zine. It was a pretty good sermon!”

After the service, guests spilled out onto the cathe-
dral patio and into the gardens for a reception.

A mariachi band, like the one the bishop enjoyed at
the festivities surrounding his enthronement in Sep-
tember 2000, was to have entertained at the reception;
but the musicians called from the road to cancel their
performance — hopelessly delayed, as often happens
in Miami, by traffic.

Meanwhile, Frade made his own entertainment,
joining a group of friends in a rousing chorus of
“Guantanamera” —still the same irrepressible Cuban-
American priest who became a bishop 25 years ago. ll
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The Rev. Patsy McGregor and Bishop

Todd McGregor take a break at the Lam-

beth Conference in July 2008.

World Mission Sunday offering will go to McGregors

In a Jan. 23 letter to diocesan clergy and congregations
Bishop Leo Frade reminded them of World Mission Sun-
day on Feb. 22, and asked that the offering from services
that weekend be designated for the ministries of our mis-
sionaries, Bishop Todd McGregor and his wife, the Rev.
Patsy McGregor, in Toliara (Tulear), Madagascar.

In 1997, the General Convention of the Episcopal
Church designated the last Sunday in Epiphany as World
Mission Sunday to increase awareness of and participa-
tion in the wider global mission of the Church. This
year’s theme for World Mission Sunday, to be observed
on February 22, is “Building Up the Body of Christ,”
which emphasizes support of the missionaries of the Epis-
copal Church through communication, prayer and giving.

The McGregors have been supported by many congre-
gations and individuals in our diocese since they first
went to Madagascar as lay missionaries in 1991.

After ministries in Kenya from 2002-2006, Todd was
consecrated in December 2006 as the first bishop of To-
liara, in the southern region of Madagascar. A month ear-
lier, Patsy had been ordained to the priesthood, and in
2007 they both began their ministry in Toliara, in the Dio-
cese of Antananarivo.

Last year the Diocese of Southeast Florida and the
Diocese of Antananarivo began a companion relationship.

The McGregors’ ministry in the impoverished south-
ern region of Madagascar is to plant churches, schools
and medical facilities; to make disciples and train them
for leadership; and to prepare the region of Toliara to be-
come a separate diocese. Plans are already well underway
for a bishop’s residence/hospitality center and a cathedral
for what will be the Diocese of Southern Madagascar, and
land has been purchased for a women’s agricultural proj-
ect.

“The McGregors depend on the support of this dioce-
san family,” Frade said in his letter, “ to help with their
challenging plans to expand their work of sharing the
Good News with the Malagasy people, as we depend

upon them to expand our vision of ‘ALL people’ with
whom we, too, are called to share the Gospel.” l

MCGREGOR COMMENTS ON PROTESTS
IN MADAGASCAR

During the last week of January, anti-government
protests and strikes virtually shut down Madagascar’s
capital, Antananarivo, and spread south to Toliara, where
the ministries of Bishop Todd McGregor and his wife,
Patsy, are based. Extensive looting, destruction of build-
ings, shortages of most supplies, and from 30 to 60
deaths were reported.

In a Jan. 30 online interview with Christianity Today,
Bishop McGregor said that the causes of the violence lie
in the weak economy;, politics and the “opposing leader-
ship styles” of President Marc Ravalomanana and the
opposition leader, Antananarivo Mayor Andry Rajoelina.

He said that church leaders of all denominations in
Toliara had met several times, and would hold an ecu-
menical prayer service on Sunday, Feb. 1 [which they
did].

“We encouraged each church leader to respond pas-
torally (in a godly way to all those involved) to this situa-
tion,” he said. “The looting, vandalism and violence have
been condemned by the leaders.”

He urged American Christians not only to pray for
Madagascar, but also to become informed and support
with projects that contribute to the economic develop-
ment of the country.

“The role of the church leaders in Madagascar is very
important.” McGregor said. “Unfortunately, they some-
times have been seen as politically motivated. We want
to make sure that what we do and say is not politically
motivated but God- oriented and promotes the values
and morals of the Kingdom of God.”

The complete interview can be found at
http://www.peoplereaching.org/. In the right column, click
on “Christianity Today —Jesus Weeps in Madagascar.”

2009 GRANT RECIPIENTS ANNOUNCED AT
EPISCOPAL CHARITIES LUNCHEON

It was a packed parish hall at
Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Palm Beach, on
Jan. 15 for Episcopal Charities’ inaugu-
ral “Mission of Grace” luncheon.

Guests gathered to hear author
William Laney describe what it was
like to be homeless, and how the
Loaves and Fish outreach ministry
sponsored by St. Paul’s, Key West,
helped him get back on his feet.
Laney’s recently-published book is
called Homeless Isn’t Hopeless.

Fr. Ralph Warren, Bethesda’s rector,
gave the blessing and Fr. Chip Stokes,
rector of St. Paul’s, Delray Beach, and
vice-chair of Episcopal Charities,
served as master of ceremonies for the
event. Program and Grants Director
Bonnie Weaver announced that
$325,000 in grants from the Smith and
Diocesan Human Needs Funds will be
given in 2009 to 34 parish outreach
ministries. (See list, right.)

Two more “Mission of Grace”
luncheons will be scheduled this year
in Broward and Miami Dade Counties.

Founded in 1998 as the Southeast
Florida Episcopal Foundation, Episco-
pal Charities of Southeast Florida pro-
vides education; establishes
endowment funds, planned giving pro-
grams and Heritage Societies; and pro-

Photo by Jamie Konrady

Mary’s Kitchen

St. George’s Center
Bridge to Hope

St. Faith’s Food Pantry
St. Laurence Chapel

Jubilee Center

Back to School Event
Paul’s Place
Casa Valentina

GEC Youth Ministry

TRUE STORY My Backyard

FEEDING & HOMELESS PROGRAMS

Keys Area Interdenominational Resources (KAIR)
Coconut Grove Crisis Food Pantry

Loaves and Fishes Food Pantry

Family Promise Network of S. Palm Beach County

Holy Redeemer Feeding Program

St. Andrew’s Food Pantry

Centro Hispano de Todos Los Santos
Trinity Cathedral Feeding Program

New Life Family Center

Community Partnership for the Homeless

Community Caring Center

PROGRAMS RECEIVING EPISCOPAL CHARITIES GRANTS IN 2009

ADMINISTERED BY

St. Columba, Marathon

Christ Church, Coconut Grove

St. Paul’s, Key West

St. Gregory’s, Boca Raton

St. Mary’s, Stuart

Holy Redeemer, Lake Worth

St. George’s. Riviera Beach

St. John’s, Homestead

St. Andrew’s, Palmetto Bay

St. Faith’s, Cutler Bay

St. Laurence Chapel, Pompano Beach
All Saints, Ft. Lauderdale

Trinity Cathedral, Miami

St. Christopher’s, Key Biscayne
Chapel of the Venerable Bede, Miami
St. John’s & St. James-In-The-Hills,
Hollywood

YOUTH AFTER- SCHOOL, NUTRITION AND SHELTER PROGRAMS
Grace Jones Community Day Care Center

St. Columba, Marathon

St. Luke’s, Port Salerno

St. Paul’s, Delray Beach

St. Philip’s, Coral Gables
St. Joseph’s, Boynton Beach
Grace, West Palm Beach

St. Margaret’s, Miami Lakes

Author William Laney describes his
experience of homelessness to
guests at Episcopal Charities’ Mis-
sion of Grace luncheon.

vides critical funding for the outreach
programs sponsored by the 80-plus
churches in the Diocese of Southeast
Florida.

For more information please call
(561)799-6424 or visit
www.ecsefl.org il

St. Alban’s Child Enrichment Center

SENIOR MINISTRIES

Elderly/Nursing Home Chaplaincy Program
GEC Seniors in Need

Activity Center for Seniors

Seniors Ministry

Intergenerational Ministry

OTHER

Prison Ministry
Blessed Wheels
Saints in Action
AIDS/HIV Ministry

St. Philip’s, Coral Gables

North Palm Beach Deanery
Grace, West Palm Beach

St. Patrick’s, West Palm Beach
St. Matthew’s, Delray Beach
St. Matthew’s, Delray Beach

Diocese of Southeast Florida
St. George’s, Riviera Beach
All Saint’s, Jensen Beach

St. Stephen’s, Coconut Grove

The Net, February 2009;
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Bishop Gene Rohinson visits Trinity Gathedral

By Mary W. Cox, editor

On the first Sunday after Christmas the congregation
had a visiting preacher — Bishop V. Gene Robinson of
New Hampshire.

Having tempted the bishop with a few days of winter
vacation in Miami, cathedral Dean Doug McCaleb per-
suaded him to include in his plans a visit to the cathedral
on Dec. 28 to preach and to be available for a question
and answer period with parishioners following the serv-
ice.

“No God in his right mind would want to become
human,” Robinson said in his sermon. Humans wanted
to become gods, but no god worth anything would want

to be human...It is an astounding

[
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BISHOP IN THE BELFRY

Bishop Gene Robinson watches with delight as Trinity Cathedral’s
hard-working bell-ringers peal the bells, calling worshipers to the

morning Eucharist on Dec. 28.

thought that God wanted to be one of
us!”

He asked the congregation to reflect
on what it would mean for Christ to “be
born in us,” as we sing in the Christmas
hymn, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.”

It would mean, he said, that we
would “find ourselves doing the things
Jesus did with the people with whom
he did them. We would reach out to the
marginalized. We would allow him to
shape us. We would find ourselves lov-
ing the people he loves.”

“If it doesn’t change your life and
mine, what good is this Christmas sea-
son?” he asked, urging the congrega-
tion to “let Christ be enfleshed in you
this Christmas.”

At the forum following the service
Robinson spoke of the tensions in the
Anglican Communion and the Episco-
pal Church; his exclusion from the
Lambeth Conference last summer; the
church’s policies on marriage; and
dealing with life as the focus of atten-

tion for the church’s struggle with the
issue of homosexuality.

He began by saying of the current
tensions in the Church, “At the end of
the day we’re going to be all right.”

The problems in the Anglican
Communion, he said, are in part a re-

sult of “a world growing increasingly smaller” because
of technological advances in communication.

He said that those who call themselves “traditional-
ists” are actually “trying to take the Episcopal Church in
a direction we’ve never gone before...we’ve never been
a confessional church...We all go to the altar rail and re-
ceive the body and Blood of Christ as humbly as we
can, and then we come back to our pews and argue,
about abortion, stem cell research, homosexuality...”

He spoke of his exclusion from last summer’s Lam-
beth Conference as “much harder than I’d been prepared
for...The hardest thing was being separated from my
own bishops.”

“What built me up,” he said, “was that I got to talk
to a lot of people.” He mentioned in particular the
young people and the African bishops who sought him
out for conversation.

He told the group that he believes General Conven-
tion this summer will move forward with the accept-
ance for ordination and consecration of “any qualified
person,” as well as with rites of blessing for same-sex
unions.

He said he has encouraged clergy in his diocese to
“get out of the marrying business” —to let the state per-
form the marriage, with the church blessing the legal
union.

Asked about the choice of Pastor Rick Warren to
give the invocation at the inauguration, Robinson ac-
knowledged that he felt the invitation was “a slap in the
face” for the GLBT community; but said he had spoken
to President Obama’s team about his concerns and felt
that they understood that “these things matter.”

He added with a grin, “It is entirely possible that in
the next few days another person will be invited to give
the invocation at the first inaugural event at the Lincoln
Memorial...”

(The text of Robinson’s prayer at the Jan. 18 concert
at the Lincoln Memorial can be found on the Diocese of
New Hampshire website, http://www.nhepiscopal.org/.)

Responding to a question about the effect on his
life of the controversy and threats that have followed
him for the past five years, Robinson said, “Mark
[Robinson’s spouse, Mark Andrew] and I made a deci-
sion a long time ago that if we let this change our
lives, they’ve won...Most days we are able to live a
life that is so joyful that there’s no doubt that the Light
of Christis inus.” H

After 14 years, St. Andrew’s comforts the Ryce family in another loss

By Mary W. Cox, editor

In September 1995, Fr. Len Brusso, then rector of
St. Andrew’s, Palmetto Bay, spent many hours
with Claudine and Don Ryce, parishioners whose
10-year-old son, Jimmy, had disappeared
after getting off a school bus not far

search for Jimmy, the confirmation of his death, and
the trial and conviction of his killer; but they also par-
ticipated in the family’s remarkable crusade to protect
children from predatory abduction.
Following their son’s murder, Claudine and
Don Ryce established the Jimmy Ryce
Center, which sponsors programs to

from his home. On Dec. 30 of that
year, Brusso conducted the funeral service
for Jimmy, who had been found brutally murdered.

On Jan. 26, 2009, Brusso, who retired in 1998,
was again in the pulpit at St. Andrew’s, preaching
the homily at the funeral of Claudine Ryce, who
died on Jan. 21 at age 66.

Although the family had moved several times
since 1995 and now live far from their old neigh-
borhood near St. Andrew’s, they returned to their
former parish to celebrate her life and mourn her
death.

Fr. Spencer Potter, who began his ministry as
rector of St. Andrew’s on the day of the funeral,
observed, “The family came all the way back here
because they had felt so supported.”

The parish not only supported the Ryces with their
love and prayers during the agonizing months of the
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teach children, parents, schools and
communities how to prevent predatory ab-
ductions, and to assist law enforcement agencies in
capturing sexual predators and finding missing
children before they are injured or killed. One of
the Jimmy Ryce Center’s programs is the place-
ment of bloodhounds with police departments to
help locate missing children and their abductors.
In 1999, a member of St. Andrew’s youth
group, Amanda Strickland, suggested a Lenten
project for the congregation—raising funds to help
the Jimmy Ryce Center purchase bloodhounds.
On August 1, 1999, the congregation presented
a check to the Ryces for $4153, enough to pay for
four bloodhounds and training for police officers
to be the dogs’ handlers. Two bloodhounds came to
church that day, and six of the dogs donated by the
Ryces were again sitting quietly in the pews at St. An-

drew’s with their handlers at Claudine Ryce’s funeral.

Five clergy conducted the service: Brusso; Potter;
retired bishop Calvin O. Schofield, Jr. (a former rec-
tor of St. Andrew’s); Fr. Frank Corbishley, rector of
Chapel of the Venerable Bede, Coral Gables, who
was an assistant at St. Andrew’s in the mid-90s; and
Fr. Gary Verell, who had been serving as interim rec-
tor until Potter’s arrival.

In his homily Brusso said that Claudine Ryce
“turned her own pain into a crusade that would even-
tually change the laws of this state and this nation.”

“Her death certificate,” he said, “will say that she
died of a heart attack. We all know that she died of a
broken heart.”

“...All Claudine ever wanted to know was that her
son was safe. And now she knows! Jimmy has been
resting in the arms of Jesus. On Wednesday last, Jesus
placed him in the loving arms of his mother for all
eternity.”

Claudine Ryce will be buried next to her son.

Conducting such a funeral service was a difficult
start for his new ministry at St. Andrew’s, Potter said,
“But in the midst of all that grief, we were able to
point to the Resurrection, and that was a good thing
for St. Andrew’s to do.”
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Bishop Leo Frade applauds Deacon Sarah Fowler at
her ordination at St. Paul’s, Key West.

BCEGLINNILINGS ...

December brings seven new ministries

Even before the usual December
“ordination marathon,” one new
ministry had already begun with the
Dec. 3 service of institution for Fr.
Robert Trache as rector of St. Mark
the Evangelist, Ft. Lauderdale.

Trache came to St. Mark’s in
September 2008 from the Diocese
of Massachusetts.

On Dec. 10, David Collins was
ordained to the diaconate at All An-
gels’, Miami Springs. Collins is
currently serving as a deacon at All
Angels’ and a part-time chaplain at
Jackson Memorial Hospital in
Miami.

On Dec. 20, Deacon James
Reho, who has been serving as as-
sistant at Trinity Cathedral, Miami,
since June, was ordained to the
priesthood at the cathedral.

The preacher for the ordination
was Fr. Stuart Hoke, who knew
Reho as a seminarian. Hoke de-
scribed the ministry of a priest as a
call to be, like Christ, “beset by

weakness” —“the loose ends and
frayed edges, the weaknesses and
liabilities, the extremities and suf-
ferings that make you vulnerable to
an outpouring of Grace.”

The cathedral was also the setting for the or-
dination on Dec. 27 of two deacons, Lee Davis
and Rohani Weger, and the reception of a third,
Michael McManus, from the Roman Catholic
Church.

Davis and McManus are now completing
their last semester of seminary studies, Davis at
Bexley Hall and McManus at Virginia Theologi-
cal Seminary; and Weger serving as a deacon at
St. John’s in Austin, Tex.

Deacon Pat Masterman of St. Andrew’s, Lake

Deacon Dave Collins is vested with his stole by the Rev.
Susan Keedy, rector of All Angels’, Miami Springs.

Worth, who preached at the ordination, urged the
ordinands to “burn with the inner fire of unbreak-
able will” —the fire of God—and echoing Hoke’s
charge to Reho a week earlier, told them, “Your
brokenness allows the brilliant light of your inner
fire to shine through to others.”

On Dec. 28, Sarah Fowler was ordained to the
diaconate at St. Paul’s, Key West. The “bridge
ministry” of a deacon is already familiar to
Fowler, who has been involved for many years in
social outreach ministries in the parish and the
community. ll

Except where otherwise indicated,
photos by Mary W. Cox

Photo by Lily Hoyt

At his service of institution as rector of St. Mark the Evan-
gelist, Ft. Lauderdale, Fr. Robert Treche receives holy oil
from (left to right) parishioners Beitha Mendez, Joyce Hill
and Harry Richardson, the junior warden.

After his ordination to the priesthood Fr. James Reho gives
his priestly blessing to Bishop Leo Frade.

Lee Davis (top), Rohani Weger and Michael McManus (fore-
ground) kneel in front the bishop to be ordained as deacons.
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M Thanks to an anonymous knitter
from All Saints’, Jensen Beach, 54 new-
borns at St. Lucie Medical Center had
hand-knit hats to wear home from the hos-
pital in late December.

M Fr. Dexter Kessler, rector of Church
of the Advent, Palm City, for the past 21
years, retired Dec. 31. Fr. Robert “Bo”
Shires will begin as priest-in-charge on
Feb. 22.

M St. Mary’s, Stuart, honored its rec-
tor of 18 years, Fr. Tom Pittenger, with a
Eucharist and retirement dinner on Feb. 7.
Pittenger’s last Sunday at St. Mary’s was
Feb. 8. Canon Kerry Robb will begin his
ministry as interim on Mar. 1.

B At a New Year’s Eve service at
Good Shepherd, Tequesta, couples from
the parish renewed their marriage vows,
and then walked the labyrinth by candle-
light.

B Bethesda-by-the-Sea, Palm Beach,
is offering a Lenten Spiritual Weekend,
“Journey of the Spirit,” Feb. 20-22.

M St. Patrick’s, West Palm Beach,
will celebrate its patronal festival on Mar.
15, with Deacon Ken Sims of Holy Fam-
ily, Miami Gardens, as guest preacher.

M Since Mother’s Day Weekend last
year, St. Joseph’s, Boyton Beach, has
had a “Faith Chest” in the narthex where
parishioners have been asked to deposit
their spare change. In the six months end-
ing Nov. 9, the “Spare Change Campaign”
had raised over $1,000 toward the parish’s
expansion of facilities.

Il St. Gregory's, Boca Raton, contin-
ues its 2009 series of free public lectures
on the theme “Exploring Spirituality” with
“Bubbling Religion: Archeological Strata
and Roots of Culture in the Ancient
World” on Mar. 23 and a panel of environ-
mental experts on Apr. 23. All lectures are
held in St. Gregory's Harris Hall, and
begin at 7 p.m. A reception follows.

M St. Andrew’s, Lake Worth, cele-
brated its 95th anniversary on Jan. 24 with
Evening Prayer, a multicultural potluck
supper and tours of the historic church
building.

B On Jan. 31 members of St. Philip's,
Pompano Beach, surprised their priest-
in-charge, Fr. Ornoldo Surgeon, with a re-
tirement luncheon at Guadalupe's
Restaurant, Pompano Beach. Friends from
Holy Family, Miami Gardens; Church of
the Atonement, Lauderdale Lakes; St.
Mary Magdalene, Coral Springs; and St.
Nicholas, Pompano Beach, joined in hon-
oring Surgeon for his years of service in
the diocese. Surgeon and his wife, Diana,
are retiring to his native Panama this
month.

M On Feb. 15 Church of the Atone-
ment, Lauderdale Lakes, celebrated the
30th anniversary in the priesthood of its
rector, Fr. Earl Henry.

M St. Mary’s, Deerfield Beach, will
hold its annual Pre-Mardi Gras Dance on
Feb. 20 in the parish hall at St. Gregory’s,
Boca Raton.

M The Valentine’s Day Dance at St.
James-in-the-Hills, Hollywood, featured
music by Mexican mariachis, as well as
the parish’s own musical group, “divine
Inspiration.”

M At the 6 p.m. service on Christmas
Eve at St. Bernard de Clairvaux, North
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Miami Beach, children presented a
Christmas pageant, sang Christmas carols
and read the lessons in both Spanish and
English. Following the service there was a
birthday party for Jesus in the parish hall,
where all sang “Happy Birthday” to Jesus
and blew out the candles on the cake.

M Beginning Mar. 15, Trinity Cathe-
dral, Miami, is introducing Awakening, a
6 p.m. Sunday evening service of com-
munion that will incorporate world music
and joyful chanting in worship that com-
bines elements from both Eastern and
Western ancient traditions. The Awaken-
ing services will be offered on the first
and third Sundays of the month. For more
information call Trinity’s assistant rector,
Fr. James Reho, at 786-888-6695.

M On Jan. 25, St. Philip’s, Coral
Gables, marked the end of the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity with an ecu-
menical service hosted by the parish’s
Spanish congregation. More than 300 peo-
ple attended, and 11 clergy from other tra-
ditions, including Lutheran, Presbyterian,
Baptist and Roman Catholic, joined Fr.
Rafael Garcia, St. Philip’s assistant rector,
in leading worship. Among the ecumeni-
cal guests were Auxiliary Bishop Agustin
Roman of the Archdiocese of Miami and
popular television and radio host Fr. Al-
berto Cutie.

H St. Andrew’s, Palmetto Bay, offi-
cially welcomed its new rector, Fr.
Spencer Potter, on Feb. 1. Potter, who pre-
viously served as associate rector at St.
Mark’s, Palm Beach Gardens, had actu-
ally officiated at his first service at St. An-
drew’s on Jan. 26 —the funeral of a
well-known parishioner, Claudine Ryce.
(See p. 6)

M On Jan. 4 St. Christopher’s-by-
the-Sea, Key Biscayne, honored retired
rector Fr. Bob Libby on his 50th anniver-
sary of ordination to the priesthood by
naming him rector emeritus.

M St. Thomas, Coral Gables, held a
father/daughter Valentine’s Dance on Feb.
7 for girls in kindergarten and older and
their fathers (or grandfathers, godfathers,
uncles or other father figures).

B The Wednesday adult education pro-
gram at St. Faith’s, Cutler Bay, has been
studying Christianity for the Rest of Us by
Diana Butler Bass, in preparation for the
Bishop’s Spring Conference Mar. 13-14,
at which Butler Bass will be the speaker.
(See p.2.) The study is led by St. Faith’s
priest-in-charge, Dean Jennie Lou Reid,
and meets at both noon and 7 p.m., to ac-
commodate the varied schedules of
parishioners.

M On Mar. 6, from 10 a.m. to 3 Pm.,
St. Columba, Marathon, will host a
workshop on the Kerygma Adult Bible
Study program. The cost is $25 per person
or a maximum of $10 per church. Register
Online at http://www kerygma.com/Work-
shops/Registeronline.htm or call 1-800-
KERYGMA (537-9462) or email
explore@kerygma.com.

M The rummage sale at St. Francis-in-
the-Keys, Big Pine Key, on Feb. 6 and 7
was so successful in its opening hours that
midway through the first morning the rec-
tor, Fr. Chris Todd, had already sent out an
email appeal to parishioners for “more
stuff” to sell.
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EPIPHANY TRADITION

Austin Stapleton, 6, chalks his front door with the initials of the
Magi as his grandmother, Jacque Stapleton, watches. The
Stapletons are members of Guardian Angels, Lantana, where
chalk was blessed on Epiphany (an English custom) and given
to families in the congregation for marking an Epiphany in-
scription on or over their doorways: 20 + C + M + B + 09. The
letters have two meanings: They are the initials of the tradi-
tional names of the Three Magi — Caspar, Melchior and
Balthasar, and are also the initials of the Latin words Christus
Mansionem Benedicat (“May Christ bless the house”). The let-
ters and the crosses invoke the blessing of Christ on all who
will go through the door in the coming year.
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JAZZ HOLIDAY
Trombonist Chad Bernstein and other
members of the Young Musicians’
Jazz Mentors joined the Young Musi-
cians Orchestras in Christmas music
with a jazz flavor in a Dec. 14 concert
at Historic St. Agnes, Miami. The var-
ied program, called “An Overtown
Holiday Spectacular,” also featured
performances of classical Christmas
music by Trinity Cathedral’s organist,
Matthew Steynor. The concert was
sponsored by the Coral Gables Con-
gregational Church Community Arts
Program Conservatory of the Arts, an
after-school music instruction
program offered to students at
little or no cost.
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APOSTLE BUILD

Shannon McCarthy was a member of a team from St. Luke’s, Port Salerno, that
worked last year with teams from 11 other Martin County churches, along with
Jensen Beach resident Martha LaFleur, to build her new home. The Habitat for
Humanity project was called “Apostle Build,” because 12 local congregations —
12 apostles — pooled financial and human resources and worked together in a
mission that no single congregation could have completed alone. LaFleur was
given the keys to her new home in a dedication ceremony Dec. 12, 2008.

Photo by Christina Encinosa

BIRTHDAY KISS
On Christmas Eve at Holy Redeemer, Lake Worth, children of all ages lined up
to kiss a figure of Baby Jesus. This Christmas custom, common to many His-

panic cultures, comes from the Roman Catholic tradition. After giving the new-
born Savior a birthday kiss, each child was rewarded with a piece of candy.

Photo by Marvin Ellis

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Canon J. Kenneth Major celebrated his 40 years at the altar with a special service
on Jan. 25 at church of the Incarnation, Miami, where he began his ministry as a
deacon in 1968. The guest preacher for the service was the well-known teacher
and author Canon Harold T. Lewis (left), rector of Calvary Episcopal Church, Pitts-
burgh, Penn. Major was ordained to the priesthood at Incarnation on Jan. 25,
1969, and is now the senior priest in order of admission to this diocese.

Photo by Suzanne Brooks

NEW RIDE

Santa Claus arrived at St. Mark’s Episcopal School, Ft. Lauderdale, not by
sleigh (a bit impractical for Southeast Florida), but by helicopter. St. Mark’s
School parent Christopher Colon owns the chopper, and offered to fly Santa
in for a pre-Christmas visit with the students.
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Danger religion! Handle with care
Use faith to unite, not divide

Sometimes religion gives faith a bad name. How
many times have we seen intolerance disguised as
faith? Instead of glorifying God, that kind of religion
is used as a tool to impose one group’s beliefs on oth-
ers.

There are plenty of examples, recently and
throughout history, of misusing the good that is reli-
gious faith to cause evil.
On 9/11/2001 we witnessed death and
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destruction caused by misguided religious
fanatics using passenger planes to crash into the Twin
Towers and the Pentagon. Earlier that same year we
had seen the same kind of perversion of Islam in a
terrible act of vandalism by the Taliban, who claimed
that their strong and unwavering belief in God re-
quired them to dynamite the Buddhas of Bamyan,
obliterating the two massive sixth-century statues of
Buddha carved into the side of a cliff in central
Afghanistan.

During my pilgrimage in Egypt last month, I saw
examples of the deliberate defacing of Egyptian hiero-
glyphics, first by Christians and later by Muslims, be-
cause both believed that the “pagan” images were evil.

Zealous Spanish Roman Catholic priests burned
and destroyed a treasure of Aztec literature in Mexico,
also trying to erase anything that had to do with a
“pagan” religion.

Episcopal Church.

One of the reasons I
was attracted to the Epis-
copal Church was be-
cause you don’t have to
surrender your brain, or
who you are, as you
come into church. That
meant that I was going to
encounter others who
would have different
ideas and who might be
different from me in every
way —except in our love
for the same Lord. We all could pray together from the
same Book of Common Prayer, regardless of whether
we did it standing up or on our knees, with incense or
with tambourines, in modern or archaic English, or in
any of the countless other languages of this planet.

I miss the days when our only litmus test for being
“in” was if we loved God with all our heart, soul and
mind and our neighbor as ourselves. It saddens me
when in the name of the purity of religion some try to
destroy and divide our church, and ostracize those who
are different or express another opinion.

Please note that [ am not naming any one side on

In the name of
God, both Protes-
tants and Catholics
justified slavery as a
way to bring “hea-
thens” into the
Christian faith.

It is sad to know
that at the same
time that the Shinto-
Buddhist govern-
ment of Japan was
killing Jesuit mis-
sionaries and their
Christian converts,
the Catholic Inqui-
sition was killing
Protestants and
Jews in Europe.

Over the cen-
turies the Inquisi-
tion, which began
with the intent of
preserving the pu-
rity of the faith, had more than 40,000 individuals tor-
tured and killed

Anglicans, who suffered at the hands of Roman
Catholic “Bloody Mary” in 16th century England, can-
not criticize her too harshly; when Protestant Queen
Elizabeth I came to the throne, the Protestants then
managed to torture, burn and kill Roman Catholics, be-
cause they professed a different interpretation of the
faith.

Unfortunately, we have not advanced much since
those dark days: Religious intolerance is still part of
our daily life. We may not burn witches anymore, but
instead we now use more sophisticated ways to dis-
criminate against, exclude and denigrate those who are
different from us.

Here in Southeast Florida we have had our share of
attacks and burning of Jewish synagogues and Islamic
temples, as well as threats against people because of
their race, religion or sexual preference, or because
they are recent immigrants to this country.

Intolerance is not only in Northern Ireland, India,
Pakistan or the Middle East; it is also spreading in our

Photos by Diana Frade

Defaced inscription in Egyptian temple.

any one issue or referring to any specific ethnic or cul-
tural group. I am speaking of anyone, of any back-
ground or theological position, who uses his or her
belief as a weapon to denigrate any other child of God.

Let’s stop using God as an excuse to discriminate
against and put down those whose beliefs, religious
practice, sex, race, national origin, language, social
class or sexual orientation may be different from ours.

I hope and pray that we in this diocese will continue
respecting each other, regardless of our stance on issues
in the church and in our society. Our tent is large
enough for conservatives, moderates and liberals to
pray together without needing to deface what is holy to
others, as Christians and Muslims have done to some of
the Egyptian antiquities, by taking over property or try-
ing to expel those who disagree.

If we are unable to reconcile our opinions with each
other then let’s do our best to unite our hearts.

+ Leo Frade
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“YES WE CAN”
By The Ven. J. Fritz Bazin

“Yes we can!” By now, no one can doubt the power of this slo-
gan. Like magic, it has added to the longing and aspirations of the
people of these United States of America an impetus to move with
the faith that things that one could only dream of forty years ago will
come to pass.

Today, we still have a dream. We dream
that what has become known as the most seg-
regated hour of the week—I mean 11 a.m.
Sunday — will change into a display of brother-
hood, sisterhood and unimaginable inclusion.

We can still dream that the hymn “In
Christ there is no east or west” will become
real; that in our churches, black, white, yellow

and red faces will joyfully mingle, be they

gay or straight, singing with different accents
as they move towards God’s table. The words
of our hymn, “I come with Joy...the love that
makes us one and strangers now are friends,” will be more than a
song, they will become our reality.

Today it is still surprising if a black person becomes rector of an
all-white congregation. Generally, when we talk about an integrated
congregation, we are referring to one in which the dominant ethnic
group imposes its culture on the minorities that it welcomes or toler-
ates.

Tomorrow, how-
ever, there will be a
conscious effort to
celebrate the diver-
sity of gifts brought
by various cultural
components of the
assembly. Yes, we
can do it: Yes, our
church can truly be-
come a sacrament of God’s love to a broken and still divided world.
Yes we can, because “we can do everything through Christ who
strengthens us” (Philippians 4:13).

The people of the United States of America have just demon-
strated that they, and indeed people throughout the world, are tired
of bigotry and exclusion. They have shown that they are ready to
build a world in which, in the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
“I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a na-
tion where they will not be judged by the color of their skin but by
the content of their character.”

It is indeed not over, we are not yet in a post-racial era, but “we
are marching to Zion.” We can, we will do our utmost to cause the
day to come when there will not be any more white or black
churches, but Christian communities laboring for justice for all
God’s children.

The mandate is clear in our baptismal covenant: “Will you seek
and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?”
and “Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and re-
spect the dignity of every human being?” Through Christ who
strengthens us, let us say “Yes We Can”—and yes we will. ll

Archdeacon Fritz Bazin is the diocesan Archdeacon for Immi-
gration and Social Justice.

“Yes, our church can
truly become a sacrament

of God’s love to a broken
and still divided world.”

Correcting “corrections”
More prisons are not the answer

By the Rev. Allison DeFoor

There is a hopelessness, pessimism and
deep despair that has worked its way deeply
into the culture of
the Florida Depart-
ment of Correc-
tions and may, in
fact, be its own
worst enemy. It has
huge implications
for your wallet and
our state.

The DOC has a
33 percent recidi-
vism (readmission
to prison) rate three
years post-release. The figures for five years
are closer to 50 percent recidivism. Nobody
wants to know what it is 10 years out, but my
guess is closer to 70 percent.

In no place that I have ever been or seen
public service, other than “corrections,” could
such a record be defended.

We already know from a statistical point of
view what retards recidivism:

B A belief in something outside of them-
selves. It doesn't have to be my God; Allah is
fine. It could be the arts, the labor movement
or secular humanism.

B Substance-abuse treatment. Programs
such as Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics
Anonymous help a lot.

B Education, especially literacy. I think that
to leave prison, literacy should be required as a
condition.

B Odd but true, turning 28 years old makes
a difference.

B Getting married and having a job matters.

Our current system actually discourages all
of these, with some exceptions. There is, how-
ever, educational activity going on in prison. It
is just not by the state or for the common good.

Some other states are succeeding at what
some at DOC claim to be impossible. They are
cataloged in Re-Entry Partnerships: A Guide
for States, Faith-Based and Community Part-
nerships, just published by the Council for
State Governments and the U.S. Department of
Justice.

Texas, not exactly liberal, has decided to
build no more prisons and to look to other
means. Kansas has done similarly. Efforts to
find other means are spreading nationally.

Oddly, one need not look beyond Florida to
see examples of success. The faith- and charac-
ter-based prisons in Florida already sport sin-
gle-digit recidivism rates. Wakulla Correctional
Institution, 10 miles from the capital, has an
eight percent rate three years post-release as
opposed to the 33 percent that DOC accepts as
standard operating procedure. By the use of
more than 1,000 volunteers from the commu-
nity, faith-based and secular, real lives are
being changed.

We have now crossed the 100,000th-pris-
oner/$2 billion mark in Florida. No police state
has ever incarcerated one percent of its popula-
tion as America now does.

Failure at this level is no longer going to go
unnoticed by those paying the bills. Even the
business community, normally content not to
meddle, is now stirring to demand accountabil-
ity. Florida TaxWatch, Associated Industries
and the Florida Chamber have jointly called for
reforms in this area as part of their response to
Florida’s fiscal crisis. The politicians will fol-
low. New Secretary of Corrections Walt Mc-
Neil has called for fundamental reform of the
DOC culture away from warehousing and to-
ward reentry.

He has a hard job to change a culture whose
roots go back to prison life at Starke, the 1930s
and Charlie Johns. At its core, this value sys-
tem wants more prisoners, no scrutiny and,
above all, no accountability.

Fortunately, not everyone is invested in this
culture. It will take those not so invested to
bring about the change that McNeil is advocat-
ing, and that, simply, must come.

Perhaps individual accountability should be
expected of us all. H

Fr. Allison DeFoor is a priest canonically
resident in the Diocese of Southeast Florida.
He serves as chaplain at Wakulla Correctional
Institution, where he was ordained to the
priesthood two years ago. This essay has ap-
peared in the Miami Herald and other Florida
newspapers, and is reprinted with the permis-
sion of the writer.

Letters to the Editor

BAD PUBLICITY PROMPTS

FIRM RESPONSE

On Election Day last fall I picked up the
New York Times and there we were on the
front page—The Episcopal Church. I don't
have to tell you what was in the article. We're
used to it now. But the front page of the
Times! Oh, brother.

I'm a cradle Anglican and, of course, we
don't like that sort of publicity. Many of us
like to say that we remember when gay
priests were accepted in the church and no
one made a fuss about it. But now there is a
big fuss about it.

I've tried to put myself into the mind set
of those who say that homosexuality is
wrong. ButI can't feel it, as the kids say. |
just don't get it. So my conclusion is this: If
we have to split because we insist on loving

everyone, then we have to split because we
insist on loving everyone.
Sallie Pisani
St. John's, Hollywood

SUPPORT OF IMMIGRATION
REFORM “UNCON-
SCIONABLE”

(Re: “Diocese joins interfaith call to address
immigration reform,” The Net, December
2008)

It is unconscionable at a time when mis-
sions of American citizens are unemployed to
persistently advocate for immigration reform.

This ignores the interests of low-paid, often
minority Americans, to which our immigrant
bishop should be more sensitive.

Lynn Ford
St. Mary Magdalene, Coral Springs
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SONGS OF
PRAISE

Music and dance by
parishioners and groups
from neighboring
churches were part of
the celebration of the
100th Anniversary of St.
Matthew’s, Delray
Beach.

Photo by Thaddeus Clark

100-year-old parish celebrates “how far we've come”

By Deborah Delva

Nov. 30, 2008, at St. Matthew’s, Delray Beach,
was a day filled with joy, love, fellowship and ex-
citement about how far we’ve come and where God
is leading us.

The parish had designed and sold commemora-
tive 100th Anniversary t-shirts, and many members
came to church that day wearing them.

The 10 a.m. service was a hip-hop mass led by

lowed by a praise dance by St. Matthew’s Angels of
Praise.

After the service everyone processed into the
parish hall for lunch, during which every member
was asked to write on a card something for which he
or she was thankful to God. A DVD created by
parishioner Tammy Cooper from photographs show-
ing people and events throughout the history of St.
Matthew’s was shown.

After the lunch and program, the congregations

the youth of the parish, who did the readings, fol- processed back into the church singing “We’ve come

into his house.” Those who had written their thanks-
givings were invited to hang their thanksgiving cards
on a bare tree that was placed on the altar.

Then the evening worship began, with singing by
choirs and soloists from neighboring churches and
the prayers over the blessing tree.

The evening ended with a dinner in the parish
hall. H

Deborah Delva was one of the coordinators of St.
Matthew'’s Centennial Celebration.

All Angels’ offers Miami Springs
families a night at the movies

By Rita Mayer

On a crisp South Florida winter night, with the
smell of popcorn in the air, couples and families came
to unwind at a night at the movies after a busy work
week —but this was not happening in the familiar mul-
tiplex at the mall.

This was “Movie Night on the Circle,” a monthly
free, outdoor double-feature that has become a popular
event provided by All Angels’ Episcopal Church to
their neighbors in the City of Miami Springs, a com-
munity of about 13,000, nestled inconspicuously in the
center of Miami-Dade County.

There is nothing inconspicuous about Movie Nights
on the Circle. It is held in the social center of the town,
“the Circle”, a grassy, tree-and-flower-landscaped park
surrounded by a traffic roundabout. There’s an old-
time gazebo in the center, where a couple of All An-
gels’ parishioners are selling popcorn and other snacks
(at well below multiples prices). A rented jumbo screen
and digital projector stand at one side of the circle for
easy viewing, and community policing is on hand to
slow down traffic and help pedestrians cross the street.

On this night, several hundred people have come
with their blankets and lawn chairs to nestle under the
stars with friends and family. They’ve brought a few
dollars for the concession stand in the gazebo and their
expectations for a relaxing and entertaining night. They
do not seem to be disappointed.

“I’ve been looking forward to it all week,” said
Jana Armstrong, who attended the showing of Kung-
Fu Panda with her children and one-year-old lab mix,
Diamond. “I love outdoor movies. It takes me back to
the days of drive-ins. It’s great on a Friday evening
after work to get some refreshments and the kids and
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enjoy the great weather.”

This is the second year that All Angels’
has held these movie nights, which always
include one popular film for younger chil-
dren and another for teens and adults. The
December offerings were the Disney ani-
mated feature Mickey’s Twice Upon a
Christmas and National Lampoon's Christ-
mas Vacation, and January’s films shared a
space theme: WALL-E and Apollo 13.

The monthly movie nights will con-
tinue probably through April; after that,
heat, humidity and mosquitoes will de-
mand a hiatus till fall.

All Angels’ is the only church in the
city to hold a free, public event on a regu-
lar basis, and does so with the blessing of
the city.

“A few years ago, the city did a recreation survey,”
said the Reverend Susan Keedy, rector of All Angels’
Church. “They found that the number one request was
for movies. I think the city council recognizes it as
something that draws the community together.”

It is perhaps because of this understanding that for
the first several months the city covered the expenses
of equipment and police traffic control.

“When the City was forced to re-evaluate their fi-
nancial commitment, they granted us two months’ sup-
port with the caveat that we seek sponsorship,” said
Bill Tallman, who, along with Joe DePablo, serves on
the church’s vestry and helps organize the movie
events.

New sponsorships have come in from Action Plat-
ing Corp., which is the family business of Miami
Springs Mayor Bill Bain, and from City Councilman

Photo by Rita Mayer

MOVIE NIGHT

Miami Springs families enjoy an outdoor night at the movies,
thanks to All Angels’.

Zavier Garcia. Movie Nights on the Circle will go on,
and everyone seems happy about that.

At the end of the night, movie-goers take home
their blankets and lawn chairs and along with them,
memories of this cozy, shared experience under the
stars.

Keedy believes this kind of experience offers the
community’s children an opportunity to learn a skill
that is seldom modeled for young people: how to play
as adults.

“Children grow up thinking that the only way to
have fun as adults involves alcohol,” she said. “It’s
important for us to let them see their parents having a
good time, as adults, doing things adults and children
can enjoy together.” l

Rita Mayer, a freelance writer, is a parishioner at
All Angels’, Miami Springs.
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THREE QUESTIONS
FOR LEONARD PITTS, JR.

What can the black church do to continue and
build on the legacy of Dr. King?

I’m very much a believer in doing what you can
where you can. We get frozen by this paralysis of
analysis that says, “I want to save the whole
world—how do I go about doing that?”” Maybe the
way you save the whole world is how you save the
block that you’re on—how do you save the commu-
nity, the neighborhood you’re in? If you can have
some impact on that, then things can begin to happen.

We look at the movements that have had major
impact, and they all started with very humble ideas.
You know, Martin Luther King didn’t set out to be-
come this international icon of change; Martin
Luther King set out to bring some humanity to the
treatment of black people on the buses in Birming-
ham. A lot of people don’t know that when they ini-
tially set out to do the Montgomery bus boycott,
their original demand wasn’t for integration—all
they asked was to be treated humanely, to have a
more humane form of segregation. And from that
came this movement that galvanized the nation and
eventually the world.

I think the lesson there is: Forget about the world
for a minute—not that the world isn’t important, but
how can you fix what’s right in front of you? I think
that should be the mission of the Church and the
mission of all of us—what’s on this block that needs
to be fixed?

How does the black church retain its identity in
a completely multicultural society?

I don’t worry too much about retaining identity. I
think that identity is so fluid, not only for African-
American people, but for all people in the county,
[that] I don’t worry a whole lot about that. What we
define now as African-American identity probably
wouldn’t be the same as it would have been 50-60-
70 years ago, so I really don’t have a lot of romance
or nostalgia about that... Identity is sort of like lan-
guage; people worry about protecting the English
language, but language is organic. There’s no way
you’re going to be able stop people from saying
what they want to say in the way that’s most com-
fortable for them....I don’t worry about protecting
language and culture—I think they’re going to do
what they’re going to do.

How does Obama’s becoming president fulfill Dr.
King’s dream —and where do we go from here?
What Obama’s election does is [that] it forces a
lot of us as African-American people us to recali-
brate our sense of what is possible. We’ve had a
notion...a very fact-founded notion, that there
were a certain things that you can’t do or that
won’t happen for you, because you’re black. The
problem is that when you accept that a thing isn’t
possible, you stop trying to make it happen... The
election of Barack Obama is... specifically impor-
tant to us as black people [because] it says, don’t
believe everything that you’ve been told —look
what’s possible if you just say, “Why not?” Hl

By Mary W. Cox, editor

Pulitzer Prize winning Miami Herald columnist
Leonard Pitts, Jr., was the speaker on Jan. 18 at the
annual service at Church of the Incarnation, Miami,
commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Telling the congregation that he was going to
speak about “impatience and impossibility,” Pitts
began by saying that “Martin Luther King, Jr., did a
whole lot more than dream.”

A whole generation of Americans has grown up
knowing King only as a man with “some kind of
vague, airy-fairy kind of dream...of change that
would come sooner or later, somehow, in the sweet
by-and by,” Pitts said, but “there was a great impa-
tience in Martin Luther King, Jr.”

“Having dreamt, he went out and acted...he put
his very body on the line to make his dream come
true.”

A section of King’s Letter from Birmingham
City Jail had just been read as part of the Liturgy of
the Word. Pitts quoted other parts of that famous
essay, beginning with, “For years now I have heard
the word ‘Wait!’” to emphasize what King de-
scribed as “legitimate and unavoidable impatience”
with injustice.

“When he spoke of his dream,” Pitts said, “he
meant something real, something touchable and
tangible, something we could work for and bring
into existence. He meant work for justice —NOW.
He meant work for brotherhood —NOW...”

This might sound
utopian, or even impossi-
ble, he said—maybe as im-
possible as “electing a
black man president of
these United States.”

There was laughter and
aripple of applause at that statement. Then Pitts
added, “It occurs to me that sometimes ‘impossible’
is just a word that we use for things we have not
yet figured out how to believe in or how to do.”

He spoke of King’s dedication to “the beloved
community,” quoting again from the Letter from
Birmingham City Jail: “I am cognizant of the inter-
relatedness of all communities and states...We are
caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied
in a single garment of destiny. Whatever affects
one directly, affects all indirectly.”

If this was true more than 30 years ago, it is
even more true today in a world made small by
technology, in which none of us is out of reach of
the rest of us, Pitts said.

He called it “a dangerous conceit” to believe
that one community has no bearing on another.

“Were you thinking about Muslim grievances on
September 10, 2001?” he asked.

“Humanity is the business of all of us...so it has
to matter to us when genocide is being practiced in
Darfur; we have to care when a woman in Pakistan
is sentenced to be gang-raped for a crime her
brother supposedly committed; we have to be con-
cerned when girls in Cambodia are sold to pimps
by their families; we have to be bothered when a
talented child in the Mississippi Delta cannot study
her schoolwork because her family hasn’t got the
money for pencils and paper; we have to give a
darn when a man in Washington is stopped or ar-
rested or jailed just because his skin is black.”

None of us can save the whole world, he said,
but “one of the most important lessons of the life of
Dr. King is that the fact that no one of us can save
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Columnist Leonard Pitts, Jr., speaks at the Martin
Luther King service at Church of the Incarnation.

the world entire is not an excuse for failing to try,
not an excuse for failing to do what you can, where
you are, right now.”

You build that “beloved community,” he said,
by building affordable housing, serving in a soup
kitchen, preaching the Gospel, teaching, being a
mentor —and by speaking out against injustice in
your community, in the marketplace, in the world.

“... He meant work for justice — NOW.
He meant work for brotherhood — NOW.”

— Leonard Pitts, Jr.

You build it by “pressing your government to take
human rights seriously” and by “not allowing
politicians of both the right and the left to define
morality in the narrow terms they prefer.”

“You do NOT build it by sitting around hoping
for it, wishing for it, dreaming for it. You build it
by working for it, and by recognizing that you are
part of a continuum of people working for it.”

He acknowledged that it’s easy to become dis-
couraged and feel that what you are doing doesn’t
matter, but, he suggested, if Dr. King or Rosa Parks
or any of the other Civil Rights pioneers had given
in to discouragement, “I would not be here—and
Barack Obama would not be there.”

“Do you realize that what is about to happen on
Tuesday [Jan. 20] is impossible?”

“And yet, there it is, happening —which tells me
that if you are willing to work, if you are willing to
understand yourself as part of that continuum of
people working, if you are willing to be faithful
and persistent and undeterred by pronouncements
of impossibility, you never know what will hap-
pen.”

“Martin Luther King had this crazy idea,” Pitts
said, “that the wall between white and
black...could be made to crumble, if everyone did
what they could, where they were...and we would
not have to wait for some utopian future to see it
happen... In this day,” he said.”

“Forty some years later, here we sit...we are
not finished, not by a long shot—still, here we sit,
two days before the inauguration of the first
African-American president in American history.”

“Sometimes, ‘impossible’ is just a word.” H
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DIOCESAN ACOLYTES WILL HOLD

ANNUAL GATHERING APR. 25
The 2009 diocesan Acolyte Festival will be held Apr. 25 at

St. Gregory’s, Boca Raton.

Consistently one of the most popular and well-attended
events in the diocese, the festival provides an opportunity for
acolytes from all parishes in the diocese to come together for fel-

lowship, learning and worship.

The day will offer a variety of workshops on both the spiritu-
ality and the practical skills of acolyte ministry. The event will

conclude with a Festival Eucharist, at which the acolytes will be
vested and will process with their processional crosses, torches
and parish banners.

The preacher for the service will be the Rev. Cori Olson,
priest-in-charge at St. Luke the Physician, Miami.

Each congregation is asked to name one acolyte to be recog-
nized by the bishop at the festival for outstanding service.
Names of acolytes to be honored must be sent to Mary Cobiella,
diocesan coordinator for youth ministry, at mary @diosef.org, no
later than Apr. 1.

Registration for the Acolyte Festival will be available online
at http://www.diosef.org/news-events/register-for-event.shtml.
The cost is $13, which includes lunch. Every five youth partici-
pating should be accompanied by one adult. ll

HAPPENING WEEKEND SET

FOR MARCH 20-22

Happening #24 is scheduled for March 20-22 at St. Mar-
tin’s, Pompano Beach.

Happening is a weekend designed to bring youth in grades
nine to twelve to a fuller personal relationship with the Lord
Jesus Christ, and to a deeper level of commitment and apostle-
ship. It is presented by teenagers for teenagers with the help of
clergy and lay adult leadership.

All high school youth in the diocese are invited to attend,

but space is limited. Registration is online at
http://www.diosef.org/news-events/register-for-event.shtml.
For additional information contact Krisan Lamberti, Moon-
lightK @aol.com, or Luis Rodriguez, TLS Youth@aol.com. l

YOUTH CALENDAR 2009

March 20-22
Happening #24, St. Martin’s,
Pompano Beach
Cost: $75
April 25
Acolyte Festival, St. Gre-
gory’s, Boca Raton
Cost: $13
May 8-10
Youth Convention, Hugh Tay-
lor Birch State Park, Ft. Laud-
erdale
Cost: $35

mmer Cam
Dayspring — Diocese of
Southwest Florida
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TBA

June 21-26

Summer Kanuga Conference,
Hendersonville, N.C.
www.kanuga.org

Cost: $440

July 2009

Junior High Overnight
Lock-In

Location and date — TBA

For additional information
contact Mary Cobiella at
mary@diosef.org or 305-373-
0881, ext.29.

Photo by Kathleen Walker
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Above: A spirited conga line snakes
through the parish hall at Chapel of St. An-
drew at the annual Diocesan Youth Christ-
mas Ball on Dec. 13. About 130 youth
attended the semi-formal event, which in-
cluded a dinner and dancing, with an ap-
pearance by Bishop Leo Frade.

At left: North Dade Deanery young people
celebrate the arrival of 2009 with the
deanery’s third annual New Year’s Dance,
held Jan. 2 at Holy Family, Miami Gar-
dens. Approximately 100 youth attended
the event, which was the kick-off for a year
of deanery youth events that are planned
to include a “Straight Talk” retreat, trips to
Holy Land Experience in Orlando and the
National Acolyte Festival in Washington,
DC, and a service project designed to rein-
force a sense of community among stu-
dents between the ages of eight and 18.

Youth get “glimpse of heaven” at Faith in 3D

By Michael Sahdev

Walt Disney World experi-
enced the magic generated by
2,600 Christian teens and
“tweens” at Faith in 3D. The
Jan. 16-19 gathering brought
together youth from three de-
nominations: Episcopalians,
Presbyterians and Progressive
Baptists. Twenty-eight youth
and chaperones from our dio-
cese attended the event.

The weekend was about
learning each tradition. Every-
one seemed to enjoy sharing
their traditions with each other
and dialoging about the differ-
ences. It was a great way to
catch a glimpse of heaven,
when we will all be one in
Gods’ church. Everyone valued
their own tradition but enjoyed
experiencing the other tradi-
tions when each denomination
hosted one service during the
event.

The Progressive Baptists
had an amazing speaker, Tony
Campolo. He inspired every-
one to look beyond the surface
and to really care for each
other. The Presbyterian
speaker, Rodger Nishioka,
serves as associate professor of
Christian Education at Colum-
bia Theological Seminary in
Decatur, Ga. He taught us
about living as one in the king-
dom of God no matter where
we are from or what our tradi-
tions may be.

The closing celebration for
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
was hosted by the Episco-
palians. We rocked! The serv-
ice began with our procession
to the sound of 20 drummers
pounding out an African beat,
doves waving high and the
cross borne in a dance step.
The crowd chanted an African
prayer song, and everyone
knew that something special

was happening.

The celebrant for our serv-
ice was The Rev. “Nedi”
Rivera, bishop suffragan in the
Diocese of Olympia. She is the
first Hispanic woman bishop
and only the 12th woman
bishop in the history of The
Episcopal Church. She inspired
everyone to live a life based on
equality and respect, and she
also explained to the other two
denominations our traditions of
the Eucharist and drinking
from a common cup.

I was honored to be selected
to read the first lesson in the
service. The spirit of our serv-
ice highlighted our belief that
everyone has a place in our tra-
dition. It was the perfect end to
a great event. ll

Michael Sahdev, parish-
ioner at St. Benedict’s, Planta-
tion, is president of the
diocesan Youth Commission.
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“KOOL KIDS,”

WARM HEARTS

Students in Ms. Capo-
bianco’s third-grade class
at Saint Mark's Episcopal
School, Fort Lauderdale,
model the shirts they dec-
orated to send to families
in Haiti. Emma Goldman
(third row, center), is one
of the founders of Kool
Kids Care, which organ-
ized the T-shirt project.

Photo provided
by St. Mark’s School

St. Mark's students lead drive to send T-shirts to Haiti

In the aftermath of the four storms that devas-
tated Haiti during the 2008 hurricane season, stu-
dents in several Broward County schools found a
way to help, thanks to a community service program
founded last spring by three students—a third-grader
and two fifth-graders—at St. Mark’s Episcopal
School in Ft. Lauderdale.

Last spring sisters Emma and Julia Goldman and
their friend Ansley White, impatient with the lack of
volunteer service opportunities for elementary
school students, started their own service organiza-
tion, Kool Kids Care. They recruited members

among their friends, neighbors and schoolmates, and
set up a website, www.koolkidscare.com, to get their
message out. Their first efforts included encouraging
recycling of cans and bottles in a Ft. Lauderdale park
and raising funds for the Humane Society of
Broward County.

After the hurricanes, the members of Kool Kids
Care looked for a way to extend their community
caring to neighbors in Haiti, and decided to provide
T-shirts for children and families who had lost all
their possessions to the storms. Third and fourth-
graders at St. Mark’s participated in the “Ts for To-

morrow” project, decorating T-shirts with original
designs and messages of hope and friendship to send
to Haiti.

Participating schools created 1,500 decorated T-
shirts, which were given to Food for the Poor in De-
cember. The Coconut Creek-based ministry, of which
Bishop Leo Frade is a board member, is distributing
the shirts through its network of relief and develop-
ment programs in Haiti.

For more information on how to become a mem-
ber of Kool Kids Care, go to www.koolkidscare.com,
or email info@koolkidscare.com. l

BOLD Justice reports successes, plans new focus for 2009

By Todd Hoover

At an October 16, 2008, Community Problems
Assembly Meeting, parishioners from All Saints, Ft.
Lauderdale, and St. Nicholas, Pompano Beach, were
among the participants in BOLD Justice (Broward
Organized Leaders Doing Justice) pledging, “We
commit to participate in this covenant for the express
purpose of living out our faith and values of justice,
fairness and, loving our neighbors as ourselves.”

In a packed Hollywood Hills United Methodist
Church, religious leaders, including All Saints’ Asso-
ciate Priest Rosa Lindhal-Mallow, gave an update on
the BOLD’s record successes for a first-year commu-
nity organization since the first “Nehemiah Action”
meeting last February.

All Saints is the only Episcopal founding member
of the 28 church and synagogue coalition designed to
work for justice in a biblical sense in various commu-
nity issues in Broward County. Outreach ministry by
faith groups often helps the sufferers; but BOLD is
aimed at going beyond this kind of immediate aid to
prevent the systemic injustices that cause hunger,
homelessness and other situations of needless suffer-
ing.

Affordable Rental Housing and Oral Health Care

were BOLD’s two issues for 2008, and these will
continue to be researched and promoted in 2009.

The coalition’s efforts have resulted in the first
and only step to date toward fulfilling a 1997 promise
by the County Commission of an additional 10,000
affordable rental units; until last year, no additional
units had been funded. In 2008 Broward County
made available 276 affordable rental unit, along with
a shift in $3 million in funds towards affordable
housing, and the county has applications pending for
an additional 672 units..

Oral Health Care, the second issue, had even more
dramatic success: $808,145 in four awarded grants to
provide more dental care through the Broward Com-
munity College, Broward Health, Nova University
and National Foundation of Dentists of the Handi-
capped.

Faced with the current economic crisis —the re-
cession in Broward is entering its fourth year with a
50% increase in unemployment and the number of
homeless families up five-fold in two years— partici-
pants in the October meeting voted that Job Creation
would be would be the focus of BOLD’s efforts for
2009.

Several All Saints’ parishioners have been re-
searching/networking on this issue. In November,

Bill Peters met with the Broward Alliance, a market-
ing organization aimed at promoting Broward
County. Jack Landers joined with BOLD to meet
with the state jobs bureau— Work Force One—in
early December, and Deb Workman met with the
Broward County Office of Economic Development.

Recommendations from their research have been
received, and BOLD is planning specific suggestions
for ways the county can partner with industry, small
business, higher education and others to promote job
creation in Broward County.

BOLD justice invites everyone concerned about
these issues of economic justice in Broward commu-
nities to join in a Mar. 5 rally at 6:45 p.m. at St. Eliz-
abeth Catholic Church, NE 10th Terrace, Pompano
Beach. The organization also hopes to have a large
crowd participating in the next Nehemiah Action As-
sembly, Apr. 2, when the group will present its con-
cerns to politicians and authorities and demand action
and accountability. The location for the Apr. 2 event
has not yet been announced.

For more information, contact Todd Hoover,
todd@allsaintsfl.org.ll

Todd Hoover is Outreach Liaison at All Saints, Ft.
Lauderdale, and a member of the board of BOLD.

! Saved
100%

Offer Expires: Never

Visit The Episcopal Church of the Holy Family to redeem.
Offer good on the following days:

Sunday Services 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study 6:15 p.m.
Anytime you need Spiritual Uplifting 24 hours / 7 days a week

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world,
but in order that the world might be saved through him. — John 3:16-17

A DIFFERENT INVITATION
Holy Family, Miami Gardens, recently
chose an unusual—but definitely fa-
miliar-looking—way to invite neigh-
bors to church, offering this “coupon”
for parishioners to share with their
friends. Even in a recession, God’s
grace is still free—the best bargain of
all!
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Two parishes partner in “win/win/win” model for serving neighhors

By Ann Rose

Every now and then, a magical union of visions,
needs, gifts and passion takes place, and at those times,
our lives seem to be moving in sync with just the right
currents. Sister Episcopal parishes, Holy Comforter in
Little Havana and St. Thomas in Coral Gables, are now
partnered in ministries that radiate that sense of grace as
the two parishes design and implement new ways to
serve people with many needs, from infants to the eld-
erly in the Little Havana area.

For decades, Holy Comforter Episcopal Church, or
Iglesia Episcopal Del Espiritu Santo, has provided a
number of critical ministries to the parish and commu-
nity: a day care center for infants through age six, a
daily food distribution program for homeless people,
low-income senior housing for 54 residents, a youth
program, and an after-school program with study space
and computers. Affordable school tuition and apart-
ment rent for the elderly have been made possible by
assistance from HUD (the government agency for
Housing and Urban Development) and from private
contributions through the parish.

Currently led by the Rev. Dwight Morgan, rector;
Ligia Munguia, head of the day care center; and Mal-
colm Briggs, treasurer and administrator, these vital
ministries that provide food, shelter, early education
and nurturing, and after-school safe haven are flourish-
ing. The huge “however” is the lack of adequate fund-
ing and supplies in today’s economy. To continue
providing some of the most needed community min-
istries in the diocese, Holy Comforter needed a partner.

Different threads were woven together last year, and
out of that weaving came a ministries partnership. At
St. Thomas’s strategic planning sessions, a proposal
was presented for a joint church/school outreach that
would bring parishioners and the school community to-
gether to accomplish something great.

A vision began to form—a vision that would fulfill
St. Thomas’s theme for the year, “Reach Up, Reach In,
Reach Out,” beyond all expectations. Representatives
from St. Thomas visited Holy Comforter in the early
summer, met residents in senior housing, and saw the
neighborhood food distribution in action. During the
summer, St. Thomas welcomed its new associate, Fr.
Mario Milian, whose past experience included super-
vising major outreach efforts in Honduras after Hurri-
cane Mitch. He was willing to become the clergy
coordinator of the new outreach. The vestry and school
board endorsed the partnership as the primary outreach
of St. Thomas Parish.

What the St. Thomas visitors witnessed during the
summer can be updated by the Christmas visit that St.
Thomas clergy and parishioners made in December.

They met senior citizens coming in and out of the
senior housing building—the Robert B. Hall Apart-
ments, named after Holy Comforter’s sixth rector—
which faces the church building across a pleasant paved
patio area. The whole complex is secured safely from
the streets. An elderly couple welcomed a quick look
into their apartment, a small, orderly one-bedroom
apartment with smells of that evening’s dinner cooking
in the little kitchen.

In the sanctuary right across the patio, 45 day care
children presented the Christmas program they had
been practicing for weeks. Children as young as the in-
fant Jesus up through six-year-olds played their parts
perfectly. Gabriel, Zechariah, Elizabeth, Joseph, Mary,
and Jesus were from Honduras, Nicaragua, San Sal-
vador, Colombia, and the United States. The angels
added a child from Costa Rica to that mix, and the
shepherds added representatives from Argentina and
Cuba. The Magi coming from the East, actually came
from San Salvador, Uruguay and the Dominican Re-
public. The children are taught English in Day Care,
but the program was in Spanish so that the parents who
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GOOD SCOUTS

St. Thomas’s Girl Scout Troop 132 listen as Ligia Munguia discusses the day care center at Holy Comforter.

were able to come could enjoy their most familiar lan-
guage. From the very elderly in senior housing to the
Baby Jesus in the Day Care pageant, people with real
financial needs were being served at Holy Comforter in
a quiet and dignified way —which brings us back to the
help needed to continue these services.

Students at St. Thomas School were fast learners
about gratitude and giving, and enthusiastically opened
their hearts and allowances when they were taught
about the ministries at Holy Comforter. It undoubtedly
made an impression on them when they saw their par-
ents sign on for major responsibilities. School parents
and children now participate together in projects that
meet a wide variety of needs at Holy Comforter.

Responding through their St. Francis Drive to a
“wish list” for the day care center, St. Thomas children
collected $100 per class, in coins, from their allowances
and extra jobs at home. The Pre-School Book Drive
started out as part of the St. Francis Drive, but then con-
tinued until January. With funds collected from pre-
schoolers who learned to give by doing age-appropriate
chores at home, Scholastic Press books were purchased.
Hundreds of new or “gently used” books for preschool-
ers were also donated — English, Spanish, and bi-lin-
gual books. Meanwhile, the residents in senior housing
were also being supplied with fresh reading material
through a magazine drive coordinated by second-grade
teacher Chris Plasencia.

One grade level at a time, St. Thomas School stu-
dents now bring quantities of canned food, ready to eat
from pop-top cans, to supplement the daily food distri-
bution ministry at Holy Comforter. Collected in the
breezeway in a large wooden cart constructed by student
JoJo Balduc and his father, John, the cans of food are
blessed at the school Eucharist and delivered to Holy
Comforter by Milian and volunteers. They are given out
daily to homeless people in the neighborhood of Holy
Comforter and provided for families who attend a
Wednesday prayer service and stay to receive food.

A fifth-grade spaghetti dinner raised $2,700 for min-
istries at Holy Comforter. A new stove and other
kitchen items have used $1,800 of that amount so far.
At the Parents’ Association Christmas breakfast, toys
were collected for the children, and gift baskets with
grocery and pharmacy gift cards for the elderly in sen-
ior housing. The school also donated four television
sets and has a plan to provide additional computers for
the after-school program.

At Thanksgiving, St. Thomas parishioners donated
money for meals to be distributed by Holy Comforter.
Above the cost of the 60 meals delivered to families in
Little Havana, the monies collected totaled over $3,000,
which was contributed to the total ministry program.
Before that collection, the Church Endowment had

given $2,500 toward the electrical bill at Holy Com-
forter, and contracted to have a professional video made
to educate people about the ministries there. Before
that, the Christian Education Program provided back-
packs, books, and school supplies for children in the
Holy Comforter area for the beginning of the school
year. In an ongoing ministry, one parishioner takes
bread and pastry from her father’s bakery to the Senior
Housing facility on Sunday evenings.

During the Christmas season, the St. Thomas Choir
performed a Christmas concert at Holy Comforter, as a
musical gift to the local community and as a fundraiser
for the ministries. A Sunday morning intergenerational
stocking stuffing at St. Thomas produced more glad tid-
ings to deliver along with the food and gifts at Christmas.

As the New Year began, the St. Thomas Youth
Group was planning a paint day for the Holy Comforter
Youth Center, and parishioners Jason Quimby and Su-
sana Moro were donating the tile and installation for
new flooring in the Youth Center.

Scout troops at St. Thomas, along with the rest of
the parish, are undertaking projects that they are partic-
ularly interested in carrying out. Girl Scout Troop 132
is creating a book center in the pre-school classroom,
providing book shelves, books, books on tape, and
other accoutrements to make an engaging area to ex-
plore reading. Scoutmaster Tom Bales noted that there
are several Life-rank Boy Scouts who will be choosing
Eagle Scout projects in the near future. “Troop 336,
sponsored for fifty-four years by St. Thomas Parish, ex-
pects to have several Eagle projects to aid Holy Com-
forter over the next year or two," Bales said.

It was clear last year that Holy Comforter needed
help to continue serving so many people in Little Ha-
vana who needed help and that St. Thomas might be the
ideal partner in ministry. The way the partnership has
evolved, there’s a third recipient of this outreach min-
istry by St. Thomas—the people of St. Thomas.

School students and their parents are joined together
in projects that are doable and relevant to school chil-
dren; church organizations representing every age and
skill are finding the niches where they can make a dif-
ference; school, church and Scout communities are
joined together in fulfilling their individual pieces of
the bigger picture.

Energies and finances have been channeled by in-
formed visions in order to touch lives of needy people
in our community, through ministries that were already
in place but in serious need of assistance. It is more
than a “win/win;” it’s more like a “win/win/win/win.”
It’s a model of parish ministry that makes so much
sense on every level. ll

Ann Rose is a parishioner at St. Thomas Episco-
pal Church, Coral Gables.





