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Michael Sahdev, Youth Commission President
Thank you for allowing me to address this convention.
The youth commission has had an exciting year, experiencing unprecedented growth and excitement. I am Michael Sahdev, returning President of the Youth Commission. With me are our new officers; Chris Hendricks, vice president, from the North Palm Beach Deanery, Kyle Meunier, secretary, from the Broward Deanery and Strickland Davis our Administrative Assistant from the North Palm Beach Deanery. We are happy to serve our Diocese this year as your Youth Commission Officers.
The youth commission is an all volunteer group made up of four elected officers chosen at convention each year; clergy, lay adults, young adults, youth and all deanery youth coordinators. All youth related issues, concerns and ideas are brought to the commission, put on the agenda and discussed by all members present at the meetings. Therefore, it is imperative for anyone with youth business to attend the meetings and participate in the Youth Commission. Membership is open to anyone in the diocese and accomplished simply by attending the meetings. This format has been very successful for both youth and adults this year allowing all interested parties a voice and vote in the direction of youth ministry in our diocese. 
Similarly, the Youth Commission continues to attract youth from most of our deaneries. This is reflected in the makeup of our officers as well as in attendance at the youth convention and other events. In previous years, representation was heavier from the south. This year, we had record numbers in attendance from Broward and the Palm Beaches, in addition to our Miami and South Miami membership. Our meeting attendance has steadily grown throughout the year, sometimes overflowing the conference room at the diocesan office. Our opportunity for the year ahead is to encourage more involvement with the Keys. We are currently seeking a site in the Keys for a future Youth Convention or Happening.
This has been a year of change for the youth commission both in the nature of the events we have sponsored, as well as in the events we have had the opportunity in which to participate. We sponsored four major events last year; the Christmas Ball, the Acolyte Festival, the Youth Convention and Happening. Additionally, we sent representatives to E.Y.E. the Episcopal Youth Event in San Antonio, Texas and The Province IV Network Meeting in Lexington, Kentucky and Happening in Diocese of Southwest Florida. It was a busy and productive year.
The highlight of the winter season is the annual Christmas Ball. Last year it was held at All Souls in Miami Beach. Youth from the Palm Beaches to South Miami dined with the Bishop and Mrs. Frade, and then danced the night away.  This event set the tone for the year to come. Friendships were forged and involvement in other events followed. 
Building on our success in Miami Beach, we moved north to Pompano Beach for the Acolyte Festival at St. Martins.  This is our largest event each year. Our theme was “The Colors of Faith.” Participants attended workshops, enjoyed great fellowship and worshiped together. Bishop Frade recognized one acolyte from each parish for outstanding service. The highlight of the event was the procession down the street in front of St. Martins of vested acolytes with their processional crossed, torches and parish banners waiving behind a bagpiper. This was truly a sight passer- byers will not soon forget, nor will we.  
In August, our Youth Convention was held in Plantation at St. Benedict’s. This was an all new youth convention, featuring workshops in addition to doing the business of the Commission. Our theme was “Empowering Youth To Lead-NOW! And that is exactly what we did. Each of the workshops taught skills to take back to the parishes to be used in youth group and in services. The workshops included; Peer Ministry, Holy Hip Hop, Gospel Graffiti Art, Drama in Church, Technology in Worship and Liturgical Dance. The two-day event culminated with a service in which the workshop participants used the skills they had learned in the service. Everyone learned something new that they could use right away in their own parish.
Last year, youth from all over the diocese expressed the desire to restart our Happening program which had not been held in our diocese for over two years. This presented a very tall mountain to climb because the students who would have served on team had graduated and by this time were away in college.  We had no team with which to restart the program.  Still, the Youth Commission felt bound to answer the call for Happening. Through God’s enduring grace, the answer came through a partnership with the Diocese of Southwest Florida. They agreed to give us eight spaces in their spring Happening so that we could train a team and restart our program. We will be eternally grateful for the opportunity given to us, as well as their love, support and enduring friendship.  I was lucky enough to be one of the eight and I can assure you that restarting Happening was no small task. However, our determination paid off and Happening #23 was held just a few weeks ago at St. Marks, in Ft. Lauderdale. It was a huge success. At the healing service on the last day of Happening, I looked at all the new friends we had prayed and cried with and I felt sure that if I didn’t accomplish another thing as President of the Youth Commission, it would be enough to know that we resurrected this life changing program. Our next Happening is scheduled for March.
The Youth Commission also participated in events held nationally. We sent four representatives to the Province IV Youth Network meeting in Lexington Kentucky last November. Fourteen of the 20 dioceses in our province were represented at the gathering. The weekend was filled with insightful information, song, worship, conversation, games and crafts. We look forward to attending this event in Birmingham, Alabama later this month.

The Episcopal Youth Event was held in San Antonio, Texas last summer. This was an amazing gathering of Episcopal youth from all over the United States and around the world. It is difficult to express how valuable this event was. We were eleven hundred teenagers gathered together who understood what it was to be Christians, to be Episcopalians and to understand how hard it is to keep the faith in world that constantly seeks to destroy our values.  From the hills of Trinity University, we could see clearly that we are not a small group of believers, as it feels in our schools and with our friends, but part of a greater church that has the power to make a difference in this world. Gathered together in those numbers, we could see the future of the Episcopal Church in ourselves and I can promise you that our church is growing in a strong and true direction, ready to take on the challenges that will face our generation.
This has been a fantastic year for your Youth Commission. We have made great strides in uniting the youth of our diocese. We are a very diverse group spread along a long coastline making communication and fellowship a challenge. However, we are overcoming these obstacles by involving more of our deanery coordinators, holding events and meeting in various deaneries, using Facebook to communicate person-to-person and maintaining friendships once events are over. 
However, as terrific as our past was, we have many plans on the books to make just as much progress this year. In addition to our annual activities, in January, we are attending Faith in 3D, an interdenominational event held at Disney World. This summer, we will be sending youth to P.Y.E. our Provincial mission program to help rebuild homes in Bay St. Louis, and we have scheduled both a spring and fall Happening. It is going to be a year full of opportunities for our youth to grow in friendship and grace.
Finally, and most importantly, I would like to thank the adults who volunteer their time to make our work with the Youth Commission possible, especially Mary Cobiella our Diocesan Youth Coordinator. Mary, you are the heart and soul of the Youth Commission. I also want to thank the parishes who host our meeting and events. Without fail, your congregations jump in and assist us with everything we could possibly ask for and your graciousness is appreciated. Thank you to all the clergy who attend our meeting, chaperone events and mentor us. We could never accomplish our goals with your time and support. Most importantly, thank you to our Bishop. You never let us down and your commitment to the youth of our diocese is unwavering. We are truly blessed. 
Thank you.
